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BRP TASES 


AN ENTREATY 


By MRs. ALICE MATHEWs 


Prisoners of gloom, arise! No more your grief deplore; 
Light-hearted, face life’s way, shut quickly trouble’s door. 
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Tight in your own strong breast, don’t let your neighbors know 
How dark it is within, how deep, how wide your woe. 

There’s more to men than grief, there’s conquering it unseen; 
Walk boldly forth and smile, upon the Heaven lean 

For good support, and those you travel with shall see 

That you are not afraid—even of what’s to be; 
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But as a man of faith, you bow your head and smile, 
And thus accomplish well the path—ah, mile by mile, 
That leads wherever right and faith are met to stay, 
And where the love of Christ invites you on the way. 
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Prisoners of gloom, your chains I bid you hasty loose; 
Swift, cease your whimpering—the better part please choose; 
No more be known as men crushed by a load of woe, 

But as strong, helpful ones; ah, truly as you go— 
Light-hearted you’ll become—“Thy will be done,” you'll say, 
And thus forget yourselves—in loving more God’s way. 
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No. 1229—Was Pharaoh the Owner? 

Question—Did Pharaoh really own the land of 
Egypt, or did the people own it?—C. C. C. 

We think at one time the people owned 
the land and at another time Pharaoh own- 
ed it. If you will get your Bible and turn 
to Gen. 47: 12-26, you will see how it came 
to pass that the people ceased to own the 
land and how it came into the possession 
of Pharaoh. A famine came upon the land 
of Canaan and Egypt, and when the people 
could no longer manage their financial af- 
fairs, they asked Joseph to buy their lands, 
and he did as they requested, and bought 
the land for Pharaoh. After that, accord- 
ing to the law promulgated by Joseph, the 
people paid to Pharaoh one-fifth of what 
they made for the use of the land, except 
- the lands of the priests—he did not lay 
claim to those lands. 





No. 1230—Was He Correct? 


Question—Some time ago I heard a minister, after 
announcing his text from the book of Proverbs, state 
that the book of Proverbs was not written under 
inspiration, but from observation. I doubted the 
truth of his statement. .Was he correct?—J. C. J. 


I think he was not correct. I presume 
he was one of the men who does not know 
enough to be a higher critic, but he was 
at least in sympathy with them. If you 
ever hear him say such a thing against the 
book of Proverbs again, please then and 
there ask him to name another book of such 
wisdom that was written only under human 
observations. Till he can do that, you may 
safely believe that his statement was not 
correct. It is a marvel how wise some of 
these men are! They know so much that 
is not assured—that is the trouble with 
their wisdom. Be forbearing with them and 
pray that their eyes may yet be opened by 
the Holy Spirit, so that they may see the 
truth as it is in Jesus Christ. If any man 
is to be pitied, it is the man who is blind 
in fact, but thinks he sees clearly. 





No. 1231—What Are the Facts? 


Question—I heard one of our preachers say some 
time ago that ninety per cent. of our ministers be- 
lieve that immersion is the only mode of baptism. 
And he further stated that a large majority of our 
preachers would not baptize by sprinkling or pouring. 
Is he correct? 


I cannot tell. It is true that there are a 
good many of our ministers who will not 
baptize by any way but immersion, but how 
many I cannot tell. It is also true that 
there are many of our ministers who do 
baptize by sprinkling and by pouring. I 
believe there are a few who will not baptize 
by immersion, except possibly in a case of 
urgent desire on the part of the candidate. 
While this is all true, at least so far as 
I am informed it is, these brethren work 
together in unity of spirit, knowing that 
each one must stand or fall before his own 
Master. Differences of opinion on minor 
points of interpretation do not make it 
necessary for our brethren to divide. And 
that is the position the united Church of 
Christ must accept, at least till God’s pro- 
fessed people get much more light than they 
now have. 


No. 1232—Does Matt. 
Says? 


Question—Do you think that Matt. 12: 86 means, or 
can mean, what it says? If so, how can any of us 
be saved, for I feel that all of us have disobeyed 
Jesus on the point named in that verse.—Weans. 


We see no reason why Jesus did not mean 
what He said in that verse, as well as He 
did in Matt. 11: 28-80. Can you? If He 
meant what He said in the latter, why may 
we judge that He did not mean what He 
said in the former? It is difficult to think 
that so much can be done by men and wom- 
en while yet in the flesh, and yet He said 
it, and I know no reason why He did not 
mean it. Jesus gave His life to the one 
purpose to bring men and women to their 
best in this life. Now if idle words would 
hinder His labors to bring us to our best, 
why should He not guard us against using 
those vain and idle words. I think there 
is no doubt but that vain and idle words 
will hinder our progress in grace and in 
the way of life. Why should we use the 
vain and idle words? Do you say that 
some one has said that a little nonsense now 
and then is relished by the best of men? 
Yes, but it was a sinful man who said that. 
On the other hand, it was Jesus who said: 
“Every idle word that men shall speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment.” Now you have both sides of the 
question. One is the view which men hold 
of the thought, and the other is what Jesus 
had to say of the same thought. Now you 
choose what is right. Are you willing to 
reject Jesus’ authority and at the same time 
accept the words of a man? We may fail, 
but we are going to try to obey Jesus. Will 
you? 

Now, if you ask me to interpret the mean- 
ing of that verse, that is quite another 
thing, and none the less important. Adam 
Clark says: “The idle word is a word that 
does nothing, that neither ministers grace 
nor instruction to them who hear it. Our 
Lord must be understood here as condemn- 
ing all false and injurious words; the scope 
of the place necessarily requires this mean- 
ing.” 

Gray’s Biblical Museum, referring to this 
verse, says: “Idle, not merely wicked, but 
useless, foolish.” The reason for this se- 
vere ruling is the fact that the use of the 
tongue was made for higher purposes. The 
famous London preacher of the last cen- 
tury, Dr. Joseph Parker, in commenting on 
this verse, says: “Men must not talk ir- 
religiously about religion. Men may enjoy 
to the uttermost wit and laughter, but they 
are forbidden to talk insincerely or ambigu- 
ously upon solemn subjects. Good speak- 
ing is enjoined by implication.” 

H. Melville says, in discussing this verse: 
“Language is so curious, so costly a gift, 
so impregnate with deity, so vast in empire, 
that to misuse it, though in the least par- 
ticular, may be likened to sacrilege, the 
profanation of an august and infinite mys- 
tery. Words are as the stars of heaven, 
fitted to illumine the yet dark places of 
creation. Burning with truth, they may 
guide the wandering, and be as messengers 
for the depths of eternity. 
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No. 1233—Using Big Words 


Question—Is it not evident that a minister’s edu- 
cation is very limited, when, in writing for publica- 
tion or preaching, he uses such big words that the 
common people have to go to their dictionary to find 
out the meaning of said words, and often they find 
cas wy are not found in the dictionary at all? 


Yes, I think his education is too limited 
to do much good in preaching the gospel. 
He ought, if possible, to get into some other 
work, say in politics, or become a salesman, 
or something of the kind. He evidently is 
not cut out for a minister of the gospel. 
The most learned men in the world have 
been the most simple in their language. 
I know whenever I hear a man get up and 
begin to preach by using big words, as a 
specialty, that I am not to get much in 
that sermon. It may be necessary some- 
times to use big words on some special sub- 
jects, such as may be found in history, or 
science, or philosophy, but when a man is 
to preach the gospel, he needs the simplest 
words he can find. If any young minister 
reads this paragraph, we hope he will at 
once make up his mind that for the re- 
mainder of his days he will diligently seek 
to use plain language when speaking to the 
multitude. It is said that a woman once, on 
hearing Dr. Adam Clark preach, decided 
that he was just a common man, because 
she could understand every word he said. 
Now, Dr. Adam Clark was one of the most 
learned men of his day, and perhaps of 
any other day, in modern times, but he used 
plain language, such as the common people 
could understand. You may put it down 
as a settled fact that when you hear a 
preacher using such big words that the 
average man cannot understand him, that 
the preacher has not merely poor taste in 
his use of language, but he has even a 
poorer conception of his responsibility in 
preaching the gospel of the Son of God. 
J. C. J. asks us if it is not a fact that the 
best educated men and women use the most 
simple words in writing and preaching. Cer- 
tainly they do, ordinarily, and they ought 
to do so. There are several things about 
the minister’s language which should be 
maintained: 1. His language should be 
simple and elegant. 2. It should be as pure 
as the “driven snow.” Purity of language 
must go with purity of thought 3. It 
should be clear as a sunbeam, for if there 
is anything the minister ought to do, it is 
to make the message clear and plain. 4. 
While he studies to combine simplicity and 
elegance, purity and clearness, he should 
at, the same time endeavor to use the most 
forceful and impressive language at his 
command. Every message of the minister 
should be sent out to reach the hearts and 
minds of the people. If he uses big words 
for the sake of their bigness, you may be 
sure that, if he does not change, and 
change soon, he will be a complete failure 
as a preacher of truth for the edification 
of the people. If your minister is using big 
words as a speciality, pray for him, and 
when you can do so wisely and privately, 
speak to him and urge him to let the big 
words have a rest while he speaks to the 
common people. 
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Contend for the Faith Which Was 
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J. Pressley Barrett, Editor 


THE PRESENT OUTLOOK FOR ee t 


most hopeful results in the effort to 

give this country prohibition. We re- 
call that the intense wave of enthusiasm for 
Prohibition started anew a few years ago, 
apparently when a certain Indiana judge 
pronounced, in a decision given as to the 
right of the liquor business to exist in a 
decent community, that liquor is a nuis- 
ance, or words to that effect. The decision 
was so radical, as compared with what any 
one had said in a judicial way before that 
time, that it seemed to wake up the people 
to a new consciousness of the peril to society 
in the liquor business, and the Prohibition 
movement did seem to take on new life and 
interest from that time. We owe that 
judge a debt of gratitude for this impetus 
that his words gave to this good cause. 

It may be that in the light of recent 
events in favor of Prohibition, some may 
feel that victory is so sure that we do not 
need to be so alert as formerly, but if so, 
that is a mistake and should not be allowed 
to gain headway, and for the reason that 
the liquor men were perhaps never more 
active in their opposition than now. They 
are using the “money plea” for all it is 
worth, and we must admit that, from a 
world standpoint, that plea is always a 
strong one. They are now using all pos- 
sible influence to keep our national legisla- 
tive body from passing the Prohibition bill 
for the United States. 

They are using two classes of men 
especially to defeat this measure. They are 
of course threatening the members of Con- 
gress with dire results to the nation’s 
finances, if the bill is passed. To make this 
effective, they are also using the bankers 
of this country and perhaps of other coun- 
tries also, to make it appear that financial 
wreck is inevitable, if the country is placed 
under Prohibition law, at this time—a time 
when the Government is spending money as 
at no other time in its history, on account 
of the great war in Europe. It is easy to 
produce a financial scare along this line at 
this time, and for the reason that we must 
carry a great financial load not only now, 
but for years to come, in meeting the ex- 
penses of the war. This is only a seeming 
situation, but the liquor men are using it, 
and will continue to use it, for all, and much 
more, than it is worth. The truth is, the 
country can meet its war expenses more 
readily and easily without the help of the 
liquor tax, and for the reason that the 
liquor business involves the country in so 
much unnecessary expense, which if not al- 
lowed to go into the liquor business would 
turn a stream of dollars into the pockets 
of the people, and so enrich the Government. 
Liquor is no help to the country in this war, 
or any other situation. It is the opposite— 
a curse to the country and to its Govern- 
ment. Instead of letting up on the business, 
rather let us add to it all possible opposition 
that is honorable and wise. Letters have 
been found of late, showing that the liquor 
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men are pressing hard their fight against 
Prohibition, and that is nothing strange— 
we know they will do that, or anything else, 
they can do to save the liquor business from 
the wrath and vengeance of the masses. 

It seems most timely and wise that the 
friends of Prohibition be on the alert to 
defeat these men in their efforts to save this 
accursed business. While they are writing 
to bankers and trying to enlist their influ- 
ence against Prohibition, we ought to be 
even more industriously doing all we can 
to keep “the home fires burning” and to 
give strength and vigor to Prohibition 
sentiment among the members of Congress 
by writing to your own members of that 
body and insisting that they do everything 
possible to sustain the Prohibition bill. Now 
is the time to work! If we gain this fight 
in Congress, it will most likely end the 
liquor business in this country for the fu- 
ture. If, on the other hand, we lose the 
present fight for nation-wide Prohibition 
in Congress, then that will set back, rather 
than move forward the movement to have 
the Prohibition amendment ratified by the 
several States. No doubt, as we think, we 
shall win this nation-wide fight, but we need 
to have no slackers in the campaign, but 
rather every man and woman doing his or 
her best for the good cause. We must have 
Prohibition, and we can get it only by an 
enthusiastic effort by the people. Let us 
have it to the end. 


THE FIGHT IS ON IN EARNEST 


We have several times referred to the 
bitter fight which is raging among our Dis- 
ciple brethren on the matter of higher criti- 
cism in their colleges and seminaries. Only 
a year or two ago, they seemed to wake up 
to the fact that the College of the Bible 
at Lexington, Kentucky, was fully in the 
hands of men who were heart and soul in 
sympathy with higher criticism. It came 
out that the most dangerous doctrines were 
being taught in that school to the young 
ministers who were taking their theological 
course there. From that day to this there 
has been no let up in the fight against the 
men who are in charge of that institution. 
For the time being, there seemed to be no 
special danger in any of the other institu- 
tions of the Disciple Church, but it was 
mainly in the seeming, for it was there— 
almost everywhere in the colleges of the 
Disciples, and now the whole Church is 
waking up to the fact that it is a question 
as to whether any of their higher schools 
of learning are clear of this much-dreaded 
evil. 

Only a little while ago it came out in 
some way that the Disciples Divinity School, 
which is a part of the University of Chi- 
cago, is almost anything other than what a 
large proportion of the Disciples wish it to 
be. Now the fight has been extended so as 
to include not only the Bible of the College 
at Lexington, Ky., but also the Divinity 





_school at Chicago. 


Dqlivered Unto the Saints.”’—Jude 32. 





Before the smoke has 
cleared away in either of these schools, lo, 
and behold, it now comes out that the presi- 
dent of Drake University, another Disciple 
institution, is a rank higher critic, at least 
in his sympathies and teaching, and the 
brotherhood of the Disciples is again in a 
commotion. They are now standing amazed 
at the situation, but they are making a 
brave stand against these men, and no 
doubt in the long run will win out, but 
what suffering this brotherhood will have 
before they win the battle and restore their 
schools to the place of loyalty to the Bible} 
Now the Disciples seem about ready to 
wake up some morning dnd find another 
and another of their schools showing up as 
in this great whirlpool of wreck and ruin. 
If they had only waked up years ago, it 
might all be so different now, but they slept 
till it was too late and now nothing but a 
long and disastrous battle can bring their 
schools back to loyalty to the Word of God 
and so to the Church by which these in- 
stitutions were founded. 

Brethren, it does seem that a body of 
Christian people ought to be loyal to the 
Bible and to the teachings of Jesus Christ. 
Some of us may think of these things as 
possibly overdrawn and as not so imper- 
ative in their nature, as some of us think 
at this time. So thought our Disciple 
brethren until a year or two ago, when they 
woke up to realize the fact that while they 
slept, an organization has been formed 
among them, whose purpose is to advance 
the cause of higher criticism and to put 
men who are known to be in sympathy with 
that cult into every possible position that 
might come within their reach. Now the 
Disciples are distressed and greatly disturb- 
ed, but seem unable to move one of the men 
thus placed in prominent positions in their 
schools and perhaps elsewhere. What are 
they doing about it now that they have at 
last awakened to the true situation and are 
fully aware of the dangers to the cause they 
love and for which they labor? They are 
putting forth every effort to arrest this 
movement and bring their schools back to 
loyalty to the Bible and to their Church. 
The outlook for the Disciples is grave and 
threatening—the future is full of a struggle 
that must come, with what results none can 
tell. 


WASN’T HE RIGHT? 


It was Paul who told one of the early 
churches, to which he was writing a letter, 
a very plain truth. He said: “If ye be 
risen with Christ, seek those things which 
are above.” We have never yet been able 
to see why any person should desire to act 
like what he is not. If he is not a merchant, 
why act like one? Or, if he is not a doc- 
tor, why act like one? Why carry a medi- 
cine chest with you, if you do not practice 
medicine? Now then, to be practical, why 
act like a Christian, if you are not one? 
Why wish to be regarded as what you are 
not? It is never excusable to appear to the 
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public, or to any private person, as what 
you are not. If you are a farmer, then 
play the farmer’s part, or if you are a 
merchant, play the merchant’s part, but 
never play a part which makes you false to 
the highest ideals. Playing false will make 
one false. As a man thinketh in his heart, 
so is he. That is it surely. No man can 
play false and yet believe he is honest. If 
he is to play the part of the weak and false 
one, that is just what he will soon become. 

Rev. J. W. H. Brown, in one of his ser- 
mons, tells an interesting tale of a minister 
who played false and had to pay for it, as 
many another man has done. Mr. Brown 
says: “A story is told of a North Carolina 
preacher who lived in the days when travel- 
mg preachers were entertained at hotels 
free of charge. This particular preacher 
put up at a small hotel for a few days wliere 
he was most hospitably ertertained vy the 
host; but he was much surprised when, on 
leaving, he was presented with his bill. 

“Why,” said he, “I thought preachers 
were entertained free.” 

“Well,” said the innkeeper, “you came in 
and ate your meals without asking a bless- 
ing; you went to bed and rose in the morn- 
ing without ever saying a prayer; while here 
you talked about everything but religion: 
pray, how were we to know that you were a 
preacher? You have lived like a sinner, and 
now you will have to pay with the sinners.” 

When we come to judgment, we believe 
that rule will disturb many a man or wom- 
an who claimed to be more than the life 
showed them to be, and in that event, they 
must take what comes! 


HERE IS EVIDENCE 


A statement recently appeared in this pa- 
per to the effect that the Pope of Rome is 
believed to lean to the side of Germany in 
this great world war. Evidence on this 
point is not wanting. The Christian, of 
London, discussing this very point, says: 


In the whole long story of the war there 
has been nothing more ironical than the re- 
quest of the papal powers that the allies 
should refrain from bombing Cologne on 
Corpus Christi Day, in view of the dastard- 
ly attack which Germany made on Paris so 
recently as on Good Friday. The allies, it 
seems, must not endanger the children who 
procession the streets of Cologne, but the 
central powers may slay men, women, and 
children assembled in a French church! But 
more. To what purpose was the concession 
which, in simple generosity the allies made 
on Corpus Christi Day, seeing that on that 
very day Paris was shelled by German guns, 
and in the evening bombed by enemy air- 
craft? From certain quarters it is declared 
that the papal authorities are “surprised” 
at the proceedings of the allies; but the 
important question is: What of the pro- 
fessed neutrality of the Vatican? Like oth- 
er professions, it has gone entirely out of 
stock during recent years. 

Alas, for the inconsistency of the Pope 
himself! The allies must not bomb certain 
church properties, but no protest is made 
against the Germans who were destroying 
property of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Paris. Alas, for the thought that the Pope 
is neutral! If he is impartial and wishes 
to save the church property of his Church 
where the allies are involved, why does he 
not also wish to save the property of the 
Roman Catholic Church where Germany’s 
interests are at stake? If it were even for 
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the sake of the property of his own Church. 
and he would intercede for the sparing of 
the same on both sides, we could give him 
a bit of sympathy, but when he does not 
try to stop Germany in destroying his 
church property, but does try to stop the 
allies, it seems quite clear where his sym- 
paties are. 


BEAUTIFUL, INDEED! 


If we all were only children in faith, how 
much more might Christians accomplish in 
doing the will of God! A little child trusts 
and acts on its faith. Adults so often hesi- 
tate and fear to launch out into the deep, 
lest it should prove to be too much for 
them. If we would but keep in mind a 
father’s love for His child here, we might 
always get a good example to follow. If 
an earthly father is good to his child, how 
much more must the goodness of the Heav- 
enly Father be toward His children, who 
trust Him and follow Him. The late Henry 
Drummond once told a very striking story 
of a child’s experience. He said: 


She said to her father: “Papa, I want 
you to say something to God for me, some- 
thing I want to tell Him very much. I! 
have such a little voice that I don’t think 
He could hear it away up in heaven. But 
you have a big man’s voice, and He will 
be sure to hear you.” Taking the child in 
his arms, the father told her that, though 
God were at that moment surrounded by 
His holy angels, singing to Him one of the 
grandest, sweetest songs of praise ever 
heard in heaven, he was sure God would 
hear a little girl away down on the earth 
who wanted to whisper something in His 
ear. Was he not a wise father? Was he 
not a Christian father? Did he not have 
the genius of making religion real to that 
realest of all mortals, the child? 

No doubt many of us had the same 
thought in childhood, and though in later 
years we have learned more of the infinite 
difference between God’s greatness and our 
littleness, we still find it difficult at times 
to dismiss the thought of our being so insig- 
nificant as to fall beneath His notice. No 
wonder the Psalmist exclaimed: “When I 
consider thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars, that thou 
hast ordained; what is man that thou art 
mindful of him? and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him?” 

But the omnipotence of God is only one 
of His attributes. There are other things 
to learn of Him, things which are very 
precious, in that they bring Him very close 
to us, and in such a way as to show us 
that He recognizes our small lives and is 
able and anxious to enlarge them. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS 


We hope all of our readers will keep in 
mind that this is a momentous year in the 
history of our civilization. Great forces are 
at work and they must be dealt with, and 
dealt with in no uncertain way. 





The effort of the people of the United 
States to eliminate the liquor business 
should have the most candid consideration 
of every voter. The ballot is to put whiskey 
out of the way, if it is done, and there can 
be no doubt that it should be done, and as 
speedily as possibly. The liquor men are 
most industrious in seeking to retain the 
business for profit, but the liquor business 
is, we believe, the ally of Germany, and, if 
for no other reason, it ought to be put out 
of business. The liquor business is the en- 
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emy of the United States Government, and 
on that account ought to be put out of busi- 
ness. In November, we are to have a 
chance, at least in Ohio, to strike a telling 
blow against this great evil. In consider- 
ing whether it ought to be put out of ex- 
istence, we wish you to read what The Her- 
ald and Presbyter, of Cincinnati, Ohio, has 
to say on the attitude of the liquor men to- 
ward our government. It says: 

The whiskey men are proclaiming, in 
their most glaring, paid advertisements, as 
in the Cincinnati daily papers of July 22: 
“Great Britain is regulating the manufac- 
ture and sale of liquors, using grain ship- 
ped from the United States.” Is this true 
or is it not true? Is our government de- 
manding that our people restrict themselves 
in the use of grains, and yet permitting the 
whiskey crowd to have the grain and the 
railroad transportation and the overseas 
shipping, in order that the defiant liquor 
crowd of Great Britain may be furnished 
good grain saved out of the mouths of our 
women and children? If so, it must be be- 
cause our government is terrorized and bull- 
dozed by this pro-German liquor crowd, as 
the Huns are fighting against all that is 
honest and just. These Kaiser-allies proclaim 
that they are robbing our homes and our 
soldiers of grain that is being made into 
liquor over the seas. Let Prohibition put a 
stop to this. 

It is clear that the spirit of these enemies 
of our government would not hesitate to 
down the government itself, if in doing so 
they could maintain their own awful busi- 
ness. It is the work of the true patriot 
to lay low such an enemy of the United 
States Government. We can do it by our 
ballots in November. Let us not fail to 
do it. It is time that an intelligent public 
should rid itself of such influences against 
society and against the government. Let 
us strike one telling blow and do both. The 
ballot is the instrument with which all good 
citizens should work. 





Germany’s ideals for Christian civiliza- 
tion are not suited to the Christian life. 
The Manufacturers’ Record puts it this 
way, as to what Germany’s ideals mean 
when applied to human life: 

Intellect without integrity; rule without 
righteousness; control without conscience; 
judgment without justice; force without 
fairness; might without mercy; material- 
ism gone mad; scientific savagery. 

And then The Record adds: “Christian 
civilization must do it to death.” We are 
reluctant to give expression to such senti- 
ment as to what Christian civilization must 
do with such a nation, but what are we 
to do? If we do not strike it down in its 
tracks, it will strike us as a nation to 
death, or to serfdom, which is worse. We 
simply have to deal with such a people in 
a way wholly contrary to our highest and 
best ideals and for the reason that Ger- 
many forces upon us that as the only course 
to take, and we must act. God pity Ger- 
many: 


A man who is a scholar, thinker, and ad- 
ministrator of large interests, in a private 
note to the editor, says he is enabled to do 
his work and carry his burdens on only 
through prayer. We wish a large number 
of us could come to realize the same thing. 
May the Spirit teach us all to pray and to 
pray much and earnestly.—Selected. 
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*** Do not miss the matter on page 12 
—it is well written and to the point. Read 
it and see if you can disprove the position 
taken. 

*** As we go to press the Miami Ohio 
Christian Conference is closing at Eaton, 
Ohio. Some account of its doings may be 
expected in our next issue. 

*** The Forward Movement is moving 
under the leadership of Dr. W. H. Denison. 
He made a strong plea last Monday before 
the Miami Ohio Christian Conference. 

*** Dean George C. Enders, of the Chris- 
tian Divinity School has a message in this 
issue which we believe should be read by 
every lover of our cause in the Middle West. 

*** People who love the work of the 
Christian Church will no doubt find the 
Half-Hours With Our Institutions of real 
interest. This week we present Starkey 
Seminary from the pen of Dr. Martyn Sum- 
merbell. 


*** What has become of Rev. John 
Blood? You can make sure that he is on 
his task of looking after the interests of 
Franklinton Christian College. May the 
Lord crown his faithful and zealous labors 
with complete success. 


*** Dr. Harper, President of Elon Col- 
lege, has just been to Atlanta, Ga., to at- 
tend a great meeting of the Y. M. C. A.— 
making ready for the new drive that body 
is soon to make for money to carry on their 
work in the war zones. He pronounced it 
a great meeting. 


*** Rev. F. S. Hendershot is again on 
the ground at Franklinton, N. C., looking 
after the work of Franklinton Christian 
College. That is a great undertaking in be- 
half of the colored people and he should 
have the prayers of the brotherhood. Let 
us not forget that good work. 


*** We have received a copy of the min- 
utes of the Southern Christian Convention, 
held at Franklin, Va., last spring. It is 
issued and sent out by the Publishing Agent 
of The Southern Christian Convention, Rev. 
C. B. Riddle, Burlington, N. C. It is full 


- of the doings of that body of active workers. 


*** We hope to have a full account of the 
Rays Hill and Southern Pennsylvania 
Christian Conference which was in session 
at Sharp, Pa., last week, ready for our 
next issue. The conference sessions were 
well and largely attended and at the close, 
we believe the brethren felt like they had 
made real progress in their work. 


*** Dean Stanley makes a point with 
much force to it, but it is one of the hard 
lessons of life to learn. Why can we not 
learn a good lesson just as easily and as 
readily as a bad lesson? He says: “The 
meek, the disinterested, the unselfish, those 
who think little of themselves and much of 
others, who think of the public good and 
not of their own, who rejoice in good done 
by others, by those whom they dislike as well 
as those whom they love—these shall gain 
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They shall ‘in- 
herit the earth’ and its fulness.” 


far more than they lose. 


*** Rev. H. G. Rowe, of Illinois has gone 
“over the seas” to help the good work in 
France. Just prior to his departure, he 
wrote a short message from Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York City, in which he said: 
“Good-by and God bless you and THE HER- 
ALD. I do wish it could follow me overseas. 
How I will miss it and your messages!” 
Many a prayer will, we trust, go up in be- 
half of our brother as he goes into the thick 
of the fight in France. He goes as a Y. M. 
C. A. Secretary. May our Father’s watch- 
care be over him and bring him back to 
ys again in safety. 


*** Have just returned from a called 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of Pal- 
mer college, which met at Ebenezer Chris- 
tian church, near Fairfield, Iowa. The 
Iowa State Christian Conference and the 
Union Christian Conference were in session 
at the same time. The college trustees are 
about to launch a canvass to secure $200,- 
000 endowment for Palmer. The State Con- 
ference approved by pledging $600 toward 
the salary of the financial agent. Kansas 
is pledged for $600, and the college for $600 
on agent’s salary. We think an efficient 
agent is in sight.—President of Trustees, 
Legrand, Iowa, August 24, 1918. 


*** Tf you wish copies of the 110th an- 
niversary number of THE HERALD (October 
10), you should not delay to send in your 
orders. Extra copies will be sold at five 
cents each, or at fifty cents a dozen. It 
will be perhaps the handsomest paper ever 
put out by the Christian Church, and well 
filled with good matter. You ought at 
least to get twelve extra copies and give 
them out to your friends and neighbors who 
do not get THE HERALD—it will interest 
them in our cause and really advertise in 
a becoming way the work of the Christians. 
It will contain many valuable articles—such 
as we ought to keep for our children and 
great-grandchildren. Send orders to The 
Christian Publishing Association, Dayton, 
Ohio. 


*** How our young ministers, and some 
of the older ones, are leaving us! They 
are going to the battlefront in France, to 
do their part in the great world struggle 
for human liberty. Here comes a letter 
from Rev. H. Shelton Smith, written from 
, N. Y., saying he is just about to 
sail for France. He had already moved 
from Camp Beauregard, in Louisiana, 
where he had been stationed, and was in 
reality on his way to the scenes of conflict 
in Europe. He is one of our most promising 
young ministers and will have the prayers 
of his many friends and loved ones, as he 
goes into the war zone. May God gracious- 
ly protect and keep these devoted young 
ministers and prepare them for the service 
to which they may be called. While we 
pray for these men, let us not forget their 
families who are left behind, loaded with 
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anxious thought for the safety of their 
loved ones, who have gone into the thick 
of the fight for right and justice. 


*** During our visit to the recent ses- 
sion of the Rays Hill and Southern Penn- 
sylvania Christian Conference, we took 
many orders for The Centennial of Relig- 
ious Journalism. It is no trouble to sell the 
book when we give the people the chance to 
purchase it. And why should it be? It is 
a book that will always hold a large inter- 
est for our people by reason of its char- 
acter—it is a word-picture of the Christian 
Church in its various phases. It contains 
654 pages, bound handsomely in cloth and 
well illustrated, and sells, postage prepaid 
by the publishers, for the small sum of 
fifty cents. Order a copy. You will be 
pleased. 


*** We have received a copy of the pro- 
gram of the forthcoming session of The 
American Christian Convention, to be held 
at Conneaut, Ohio, October 15, 1918. It is 
a handsome booklet and well filled with the 
work to be undertaken in that great gather- 
ing. Let every one who accepts the place of 
a delegate do his or her best to be there on 
time, and, as far as possible, remain to the 
close. The occasion will be fraught with 
great good to the cause, if we may have 
with us in great power the Lord of hosts. 
If He is not with us, then we may expect 
not much progress. Let every lover of the 
Christian Church and its work for the cause 
of Christ be much in prayer, that great 
good may come to the cause for which we 
labor. The work of this Convention, under 
the blessings of God, should lead the way 
to the accomplishment of great things for 
our people for the next four years—treally 
for the future, for its influence should shoot 
out far into the coming years for good. 


*** We sometimes think it is very nice 
to be chosen to fill places of honor, and, no 
doubt about it, the choosing is nice enough, 
but if you think the filling of the place, 
well and worthily, is a mere pastime, then 
you call on President Caris, of Defiance, 
President Harper of Elon, or President 
Hershey of Union Christian, or President 
Summerbell of Starkey, or President At- 
kinson of Jireh, or Ex-President Watkins 
of Palmer, or Principal Hendershot of 
Franklinton, and ask them if there is any 
child’s play in carrying the burdens of the 
institutions over which they preside? Men 
of this class may be envied by others, who 
do not appreciate just what the burdens 
of responsible positions may be, but if they 
ever come to try it as work, they will 
change their minds and will soon see how 
they should have helped men in such places 
to do their best for the cause. The man 
who carries the burden of high position, 
well and surely, deserves the sympathy and 
help of all who are in any way associated 
with him. It is easy to criticise these men, 
but it is not an easy task to do the work 
they do. 
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The Needs and Possibilities of the Christian Church in the Middle West 


By Rev. Prof. George 0. Enders, A. M., D. D., 


Dean of the Christian Divinity School, Defiance, Ohio 


I am very glad to respond to the re- 
quest that I write upon the conditions, 
needs, and possibilities of the Christian 
Church in the Middle West, for the theme 
is at once timely and suggestive. 

My conclusions as to the conditions of our 
Church in this region are based upon the 
facts contained in The Christian Annual, 
the results obtained by a conference ques- 
tionnaire recently conducted, and upon per- 
sonal observation. It is unfortunate that 
for the purposes of this study there should 
not be available the results of a thorough 
survey of each individual church in this 
territory. It is believed, however, that the 
figures here given will be found sufficiently 
accurate for all practical purposes, al- 
though some of them are based upon esti- 
mates. 

The Middle West, as here used, forms the 
geographical center of our Zion, and in- 
cludes Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
and Michigan. This territory contains 617 
churches and embraces about half of the 
total membership of the Christian Church. 
Of these churches, 182, or nearly thirty 
per cent., are without pastors, and there- 
fore more or less inactive; ninety-five per 
cent. of these 617 churches are located in 
the country, or in villages of less than 5,000 
inhabitants. This territory has twenty- 
sgven conferences, containing 552 ordained 
ministers, of whom only about fifteen per 
cent. have had a full course in a standard 
college, although within this region also are 
located Union Christian College, Defiance 
College, and the Christian Divinity School. 
Of these twenty-seven conferences, three 
have no educational standard for ordina- 
tion, six require only the taking of a course 
of reading, while the remaining eighteen 
require at least the completion of a high 
school course, or its equivalent, as the edu- 
cational standard for ordination. 


The five States above enumerated con- 
tain one of the richest, if not the richest, 
bodies of agricultural land in the United 
States. Although constituting only about 
one-twelfth of the area of our nation, these 
States have more than one-fifth of its popu- 
lation. Since 1860 the center of population 
of the United States has fallen within this 
group of States. The people of this region 
will compare favorably with those of any 
other region of our country. They are wide- 
awake, intelligent, industrious, and their 
capacity for religion is not inferior to that 
of their fathers. 

Above all, these people have been, and 
are, progressive. In a century and a quar- 
ter a vast, waste wilderness has been trans- 
ferred into rich fields producing thirty, 
sixty, or a hundredfold. The ideal of pro- 
ducing two blades of grass where only one 
grew before has long since been realized, 
and no longer satisfies. So far as his work 
is concerned, the farmer has caught the 
progressive ideal that he must produce 
“fruit, much fruit, more fruit.” In one 
respect for a hundred years there has beeen 
little change in the farmer’s work. He is 


still in the food-producing business, and 
while he has greatly improved the quality 
and increased the amount of food products, 
he has in no sense changed their essential 
nature. The fundamental food elements re- 
quired by the body do not change. The 
same is true of the fundamental food ele- 
ments required by the soul. 

In another respect there has been a series 
of great changes in the work of the farmer. 
His end is still the same, but his means 
and methods have undergone continued al- 
terations. He has been quick to substitute 
a good method for a poor one, and a better 
method for a good one. The farmer to-day 
is still interested in raising wheat, just as 
his grandfather was in the days when the, 
Christian Church was first established, but 
to use the same tools or machinery that his 
grandfather used would foredoom him to 
complete and disgraceful failure. It is a 
far call from the sickle to the modern com- 
bined harvester and thrasher. The sickle had 
to give way to the cradle, and the cradle 
to the handrake machine, and the hand- 
rake machine to the dropper, and the 
dropper to the self-rake, and the self-rate 
to the self-binder, which in certain regions 
has already been displaced by the combined 
harvester and thrasher. 


The modern farmer is raising more wheat 
and better wheat, because he has been wise 
enough to distinguish between ends and 
means and brave enough to make the neces- 
sary sacrifice to be progressive. In things 
religious, has he been equally discriminat- 
ing? In rightfully insisting upon having 
the “old-time religion,” is he equally in the 
right, when insisting upon having it by the 
same old method, and in the same old way? 
Again, would he be able to maintain his 
interest in, and his enthusiasm for wheat- 
raising, if he had only the harvesting ma- 
chinery of his grandfather? 

If our Savior were here among us in the 
flesh again, His deep interest in the harvest 
of souls would doubtless lead Him to say 
to groups of farmers, that the Church of 
the Kingdom of God is like a self-binder, 
or harvesting machine. And He would be 
most likely, among other things, to point 
out that the Church, like the self-binding 
harvester, is never to be considered an end 
in itself, but always and only regarded as 
a means; it must, like the harvester, have 
as its test of efficiency, results— “sheaves;” 
it must be able to adjust itself readily and 
easily to the conditions of the field. Some 
grain is tall, some is short, and some is 
blown down and tangled. The reaper must 
go to the grain, if the grain is to be saved. 
He would also, doubtless, show that the 
Church, like the harvester, in the course of 
time and changing environment, must un- 
dergo many changes in order to keep itself 
always at the point of highest efficiency. 

But the science of agriculture is not the 
only one that has made great progress since 
the early days of the Christian Church. 
Take as further illustration the changes 
that have taken place in education, even 


within the lifetime of persons still living. 
The one-room school, poorly equipped, lim- 
ited in its curriculum to the three R’s, and 
wholly without system of organization with 
other schools, was yet a powerful institution 
of education in its day. But since that day 
many and great changes have taken place 
in the public school. Only by undergoing 
these changes has it been able to efficiently 
serve a growing, changing, progressive peo- 
ple. We insist now that the common teach- 
er of the common school must, in most cases, 
have high school, normal, and (in some 
cases) college training. The present ideal 
is that the teacher should have four years 
of training in advance of those whom he is 
teaching. This is the present educational 
standard for the teacher. But is not the 
preacher also a teacher? Is not his work 
largely educational? What educational 
standard does the conference set for him? 
It is true, we have many able, efficient, self- 
educated ministers who, for no fault of 
their own, have been denied the privileges 
of the schools, but what are they doing to 
set the educational standard for the minis- 
ter of the rising generation who must 
preach to congregations of high school, and 
college graduates? 

The little, isolated, one-room school build- 
ing is rapidly becoming a thing of the past, 
and the modern, well-equipped, centralized 
school, with ample room for all the grades 
and the high school, is taking its place. 
Modern means of transportation have an- 
nihilated distance and made possible for the 
places where these centralized schools are 
located, to become great community centers. 
Is not here the great opportunity of the 
rural Christian church? 


The coming rural church will be a com- 
munity church. It will be located, like the 
centralized public school, in the community 
center. It will be distinctly Christian, but 
undenominational. It will not be without 
its theory, its doctrine, its theology, but it 
will clearly recognize the fact that religion 
is a matter of life which expresses itself 
not in theory, but in action. Hence it will 
emphasize the practical side of Christianity. 
It will emulate the example of the Master, 
who went about doing good. It will be in 
charge of a thoroughly-trained Christian 
minister, who is a specialist in rural church 
work, and who will live in the community 
center, and give his whole time and energy 
in service to the entire community regard- 
less of church membership. 

For this splendid community church work 
the Christian Church has the twofold ad- 
vantage over other denominations, of loca- 
tion and spiritual organization. Ninety- 
five per cent. of our churches are in the 
country or small towns, while the prin- 
ciples of the Christian Church will be the 
fundamental guiding principles of the com- 
munity church. Nevertheless, more or less 
radical changes need to be made to properly 
equip the average Christian church in the 
country to do the work of a real community 
church. This new equipment must be phys- 
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ical, fhental, and spiritual. The pastor of 
the community church must have thorough 
and specialized training. He must be an 
expert, both in the subject matter and in 
the method of genuine religious service in 
the rural community. 


The Christian Church of the Middle West 
should also plan to have a large share in 
the religious reconstruction, which must 
take place when the war is over. This 
period of reconstruction is likely to prove 
more subtly dangerous than the period of 
the war itself. It is proving a stupendous 
task by force of arms to make the world 
safe for democracy. It may prove an even 
greater task for the ideal forces of church 
and school to make democracy safe for the 
world. And this task will prove hopeless 
unless the church and the school are able 
to make clear that the principles of real, 
genuine, practical democracy are but the 
principles of the Kingdom of God. 


This period of reconstruction will bring 
with it the opportunity and responsibility 
of organizing and caring for the great spir- 
itual forces that are being awakened by the 
war. To-day may be seen millions of men 
and women, who have never been active in 
church work, exhibiting in their daily lives, 
in most commonplace fashion, characteris- 
tics of charity, humility, self-sacrifice, and 
unselfish Christian service that challenge 
universal admiration. The high, the low, 
the rich, the poor, the strong, the weak, 
have been brought together by a common 
necessity, are working shoulder to shoulder 
on a common platform in the common spirit 
of the Master and together are experiencing 
the unspeakable joy of Christian service. 
After the war is over, what shall be done 
with this great, unorganized spiritual force 
which is silently dominating millions of 
lives? Shall it be conserved or shall it be 
allowed to die? Of course, Christian read- 
er, you will say, “It must be conserved.” 
But, I ask, “How, and by whom?” 


Is the Church, divided as it is into 143 
different denominations, equal to this great 
task? The answer is obvious. A great, 
united force cannot be conserved by a divid- 
ed church. If this great spiritual force is 
to be conserved, either the present church 
must be reorganized upon a basis of ef- 
ficient Christian service, or a new church 
must be erected. In either case, the mem- 
bership of the Christian denomination will 
find in this situation the greatest opportu- 
nity of the age. Let us not blindly con- 
gratulate ourselves that so great an oppor- 
tunity has come to us. Let us remember 
that an opportunity is but the measure of 
a responsibility. An embraced opportunity 
is a blessing and leads to life; an unem- 
braced opportunity is a curse and leads to 
death. To embrace this great opportunity 
will be to accept Christ; to refuse to do so 
will be to crucify Him anew. 

The Christian Church of the Middle West 
must go forward. It must seek to be a 
great part of the present great Forward 
Movement of the denomination. By heart- 
ily accepting the excellent five-point pro- 
gram of Devotion, Evangelism, Education, 
Missions,:and Benevolence, it must lay for 
itself a foundation for unparalleled service 
in the cause of the Master. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


“LEST WE FORGET!” 
BY REV. WM. M. DAWSON 


One hundred and sixty-one years ago, 
September sixth, Lafayette was born in Au- 
vergne, France. He was given a very 
pompous name, Marie Joseph Paul Yvres 
Roch Gilbert Dumotier de la Fayette, which 
America has greatly simplified and short- 
ened to Lafayette. The name is a house- 
hold treasure throughout the land and we 
have not forgotten and shall never forget 
his service to the cause of human liberty 
and law, when he joined forces with Wash- 
ington in the crucial days of the Revolu- 
tion. 

The anniversary of his birth, September 
sixth, is observed in the old world and the 
new, and never has there been a time in 
the whole history of our country when La- 
fayette and France were appreciated as 
now. 

Having rendered his service in America 
to the greatest of all causes, Lafayette re- 
turned to his native land during the threat- 
ening days preceding the French Revolu- 
tion. True to his own ideals, he passed 
through this terrible, bloody struggle, for- 
feited his great estates, was accused of 
treason and acquitted, fled to Flanders, and 
finally suffered for five long years most 
cruel treatment in an Austrian prison. He 
visited the United States in 1824-25, and 
there was one voice in all the nation pro- 
claiming universal gratitude and love for 
this hero of the Revolution the friend of 
Washington, and Congress voted him a 
handsome grant of $200,000 and a township 
of land. 

Lafayette! How history focuses in that 
name! Who can forget, who can fail to 
be grateful? Who is not inspired to de- 
voted love of country, humanity, and lib- 
erty at the sound of the magic name? Leav- 
ing his own country under protest, making 
his escape in his own ships from Spain, he 
sailed the rough sea for fifty-four days, and 
landed on the hospitable shore of South 
Carolina. Like Joan of Arc, he patiently 
sought out the seal of authority, met the 
cold red-tape of government with a smile, 
and made two simple requests—to serve 
without pay and to be allowed to serve as 
a volunteer. Good enough, and his requests 
were granted. He was commissioned major- 
general, and asked to be placed upon the 
staff of Washington. At this time he was 
only twenty years of age. No wonder 
Cornwallis said of him: “The boy cannot 
escape me.” But the “boy” did escape him. 
Lafayette was wounded at Brandywine and 
“carried on” with the blood flowing from 
his wounds, trying all the time to rally the 
breaking spirits of the colonists. He skil- 
fully escaped the pursuit of Cornwallis and 
fought shoulder to shoulder with Alexander 
Hamilton at Yorktown. 

France, bleeding upon the soil of Amer- 
ica one hundred and forty years ago, that 
man might live in freedom under constitu- 


. tional government; America to-day bleeding 


upon the soil of France for the same cause, 
should seal the nations forever in sacred 
bonds of grateful and indissoluble friend- 
ship. September sixth, the birth of Lafay- 
ette, and the beginning of the battle of the 
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ed out for liberty’s cause, but much more 
must flow to make a safe world. It is very 
fitting that we should treasure in special 
memoriam the rich legacy which common 
suffering has brought us and the heat of 
the fiery furnace through which now the 
anguishing nations are passing should re- 
fine and temper souls of steel to champion 
forever, unfailing and unafraid, humanity’s 
cause of freedom. Recall, if you will, the 
words of Lafayette, which he penned in 
after years concerning the American Rev- 
olution: “This was the last struggle of 
liberty; its defeat would have left it with- 
out a refuge and without a hope.” We may 
say now: In France with the armies of the 
allies is raging the last struggle of liberty; 
its defeat will leave it without a refuge and 
without a hope. 

Lest we forget! No, we shall never for- 
get, and as we hold in grateful, proud 
hearts the deeds and lives of heroic sacrifice 
which the past has brought forth, so shall 
the nation act to-day to win a victory for 
all mankind on the soil of the old world 
which will vouchsafe to unborn generations 
the world that lay in the dream of Wash- 
ington and his faithful Lafayette. Wash- 
ington and Lafayette were right—Victory, 
Liberty, Peace. 





A SETEN HEN 
(From an Exchange) 

A sitting hen, a setting hen, which is cor- 
rect? Neither. The correct expression is 
a seten hen, or setten hen. The verb means 
to place; you place the hen on the nest, you 
conjugate the verb, set, set, seten; that is, 
place, placed, placed. The hen has been 
placed, that is, has been seten on the nest. 
In this case the popular pronunciation is 
correct. We usually hear the expression, 
“Setten hen,” without any sound of “g.” 
The word seten is a survival, not a corrup- 
tion. 

We have many other verbs with the n or 
en termination of the participle, such as 
eaten, drunken, broken, written, smitten, 
taken, etc. So seten is good English. 

There are other words which have come 
down to us that might well have been pre- 
served. In Wycliffe’s translation of the 
New Testament we read, “Ax and ye shall 
receive.” It is a pity that short word “ax” 
has been superceded by ask, which is more 
difficult to pronounce, but “ax” still survives 
in the language of uneducated people. Here 
again they are correct and not ignorant de- 
generates. 

There are two other words which bother 
some people on account of their similarity. 
They are lie and lay. Lie is an intransitive 
verb, lie, lay, lain; lay is a transitive verb, 
lay, laid, laid. 

Is it not true that as late as the time of 
the poet, Alexander Pope, “oi” was pro- 
nounced as long I, in such words as point, 
ointment, boil, which we often hear pro- 
nounced to-day as if they were written, 
pint, intment, bile. Another case of survival. 

It is true.that every change in our lan- 
guage has not been an improvement. First 
came barbarous spelling and then an effort 
to conform pronunciation to spelling. 

SAMUEL H. MILLER. 

1111 Jackson St., Lynchburg, 

July 1, 1918. 
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Palmer Institute-Starkey Seminary, fa- 
miliarly known as Starkey Seminary, is the 
oldest educational institution of the denomi- 
nation called Christians, which has been in 
continued existence from the date of estab- 
lishment. That it is no child of yesterday 
appears from the number on its annual cat- 
alogue, that of the current issue being its 
seventy-ninth. 

The school was founded as a day and 
boarding school for both sexes, under the 
auspices of the New York Central Confer- 
ence. The conference assembled at Rock 
Stream, in New York, in June of 1839, dis- 
cussed at length the need of religious edu- 
cation for the children of the Church, and 
adopted resolutions to the effect that it 
was the duty of the denomination to estab- 
lish one or more literary institutions in 
the State “on free and liberal principles,” 
and that the conference would use its “ut- 
most endeavors to accomplish this desirable 
object as soon as possible.” Rev. Ezra 
Marvin, a young minister, and the pastor 
of the Christian churches of Rock Stream 
and Dundee, was appointed, with eight oth- 
ers, as committee to lay plans for carrying 
the resolutions into effect, and report to a 
special session to be held in the same place 
in September. A part of the duty of the 
committee was to raise money for a build- 
ing, and it was understood that the com- 
munity that contributed the largest sum 
was to have the location of the school; 

Immediately that the conference was ad- 
journed, Mr. Marvin applied himself to the 
task of raising the money, with a diligence 
that was worthy of all praise. When the 
conference met in September, he was able 
to show a list of pledges to the building 
fund that amounted to over $3,000.00, 
while no one else had raised so much as 
a dollar for the purpose in mind. So it 
came about that the school was located in 
the township of Starkey, where most of the 
funds had been raised, and it was named 
STARKEY SEMINARY from this circum- 
stance. Mr. Wellington E. Bassler, the ef- 
ficient and popular chairman of the Sem- 
inary Trustees, who has served in this ca- 
pacity for more than a generation, in an 
account which he has given of the founding 
of the school, has remarked of Mr. Marvin: 
“We may therefore truthfully say that, for 
its location, if not for its very existence, 
Starkey Seminary is indebted to the timely 
and energetic efforts of Elder Ezra Mar- 
vin.” 

The lake region in which the school was 
placed is one of the most healthful and 
beautiful in central New York, and on ac- 
count of its fertility and its charming vari- 
ation of hillside and plain and extending 
expanse of waters, judicious observers have 
pronounced it to be God’s Garden Spot. 
Here are the five Finger Lakes, which flow 
northerly toward Ontario, that great inland 
sea, and each of the five has a loveliness 
that is all its own. Of the five, the largest 
is Seneca Lake, which stretches forty miles 
from its head at Watkins, in Schuyler 
County, to Geneva, in Ontario County. 

The first buildings of the Seminary were 
placed on a modest site, on the west side 
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of the main highway, which then connected 
Albany and Harrisburg. The railroad had 
not yet arrived in this district, and all 
transportation of passengers and cartage 
was by coach and wagon from Albany to 
Geneva, and thence past Starkey to Elmira, 
from whence it continued by flatboat down 
the Chemung and Susquehanna Rivers to 
Harrisburg. 


The little country village, now Lakemont, 
was at the time of founding the school the 
most important of the five settlements of the 
township. It then had three churches, a 
couple of general stores, a cooper shop, a 
couple of blacksmith and carriage shops, 
and all along the main highway, which was 
frequented by mail coaches, travelers on 
horseback and a multitude of carters en- 
gaged in transporting freight and taking 
farm products to market, were taverns for 
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the entertainment of man and beast. In 
this region such taverns lined the road at 
distances seldom more than a quarter of a 
mile apart. And in our village the most 
substantial citizens of the township had 
their homes, and among these were two or 
three ministers, several lawyers, three or 
four doctors, and a couple of members of 
the legislature. 


From the beginning, Starkey Seminary 
was conducted under religious auspices, “on 
free and liberal principles.’ About this 
there was to be no doubt or question. Re- 
ligious ideas were to be inculcated in theory 
and practice, and yet they were not to be 
presented in any offensive, dogmatic, or 
formal way. The management and instruc- 
tion of the school were to be committed to 
faithful teachers, who held the faith of the 
New Testament, and who made their faith 
evident in actual profession. But while the 
religious spirit was to be vital, it was to be 
free from partisanship and sectarian bias, 
as regards both teachers and pupils. Its 
managing officers have been chosen from 
the Christian denomination, and its Board 
of Instruction has had representatives from 
all denominations. It has always been less 
a question in the choice of a teacher, wheth- 
er he were Baptist, Methodist, or Presby- 
terian, than whether he was sincerely de- 
vout, and also well qualified for the subjects 


. which he was to teach. 
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PALMER INSTITUTE— 
STARKEY SEMINARY 


The pupils have come from many denomi- 
nations, and all have enjoyed perfect free- 
dom in the religious life of the school. As 
a result of the simple faith professed and 
exemplified in the Seminary, many young 
people have dated their Christian experi- 
ence from influences exerted here, and oth- 
ers who came as Christians have had 
their religious convictions supported and 
strengthened. The following statement 
from the latest Seminary catalogue tells 
the present attitude of the school on this 
important matter: 


The Seminary is a religious school. Its 
teachers and students represent all relig- 
ious denominations, and it seeks to promote 
for all the best and most earnest spiritual 
development. Its guide in religious instruc- 
tion is the New Testament, which it regards 
as the supreme rule for Christian living. 


The Seminary opened in November of 
1842, in Forman Hall, a solid building of 
brick and stone, which had class rooms and 
dormitories for boarding students. The 
first principal was Rev. Chas. Morgridge, 
who began with 140 students. The most 
of these were from the immediate vicinity, 
and most of them were in elementary 
classes. 


A serious problem confronting the school 
in its early history grew out of the method 
which was employed in raising the building 
fund. In place of asking for contributions 
outright, those who gave pledges or money 
received script in proportion to the amount 
of their pledges, and this script was to be 
used subsequently for the payment of tui- 
tion. From this it resulted that the most 
of the early students came provided with 
script to meet their tuition bills, and those 
who paid in cash were too few to meet the 
current expenses. A similar condition has 
been found in other institutions which 
adopted a like financial expedient. Experi- 
ence has proven that it is profitable in the 
long run to have benevolences as gifts, ac- 
tual and absolute, and free from the attach- 
ment of a financial string. 

All through the years the standard of 
scholarship set by the Seminary has been 
high. For its leaders it has had such dis- 
tinguished educators as Edmund Chadwick, 
O. F. Ingoldsby, B. F. McHenry, Alva H. 
Morrill, and G. R. Hammond, and under 
such direction it has produced a student 
body that has contributed much to the moral 
and intellectual life of the nation. The pro- 
portion of its graduating classes that have 
gone to college has been remarkable. A 
former teacher recently examined the grad- 
uating classes of several prominent schools 
in New England and stated as a result of 
his investigation that Starkey’s record in 
this respect has been one of the best. Fre- 
quently it has happened that every student 
graduated in a certain year has entered 
college, university, or a professional school. 


. And alongside this record may be set the 


other, that repeatedly every member of a 
senior class has gone forth as an active 
Christian. The rolls of our Starkey alumni 
show a long list of ministers of the gospel, 
of teachers and college professors, of phy- 
sicians, of lawyers, of legislators, and of 


et 
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merchants, whose standing in their respec- 
tive communities prove the value of the 
Starkey ideal and of the training which has 
given it living expression. 

It was twenty years ago that the Semi- 
nary received a fresh impulse by the coming 
of the late Francis Asbury Palmer, and 
several of his intimate friends. Mr. Pal- 
mer was a leading banker of New York 
City, and a man intensely interested in 
Christian education. In his early life ‘he 
had come into touch with the Christian 
Church, and for some years in the nineties 
he had served as treasurer of The Ameri- 
can Convention. While acting as treas- 
urer of the denomination, his attention 
was turned to the needs of Starkey Semi- 
nary, and to assist in its administration 
he consented to accept an election on its 
Board of Trustees. This connection carried 
a financial responsibility from which he did 
not shrink, and in a short time it may be 
noticed that several of his friends were 
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Seminary opened in the fall of that year 
it was with a completed dining hall, with 
Forman Hall, Hathaway Hall, and the 
Music Cottage in fine condition, and with 
modern furnishings in class rooms and 
dormitories. At the same time, Mr. Palmer 
furnished funds to settle a long-standing 
plumbing account of $1,200.00 against 
Hathaway Hall, and a troublesome mort- 
gage hanging on the Music Cottage of 
$1,200.00. It was a great relief to the trus- 
tees of the Seminary to have the school 
cleared of this burden of indebtedness. 
In this same summer of 1898 Mr. Pal- 
mer advised the president of the Seminary 
that he would build a residence for the 
head of the school, and would also: erect 
a modern school building, adequate for the 
needs of a growing institution. For this 
purpose he gave $1,100.00 for the purchase 
of a building site half a mile nearer the 
lake. During the school year of 1892 plans 
were prepared for the residence, the erec- 
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The site for the permanent home of the 
school was magnificent and no finer loca- 
tion for a school of its kind could be de- 
sired or imagined. It lay upon the verge 
of a broad plateau, and faced the broad ex- 
panse of Seneca Lake, which rested with 
its rippling waters some four hundred feet 
below. Southward, the view stretched ten 
miles along the lake to Watkins, and thence 
far beyond up Catharine Creek, to the di- 
vide in the direction of Elmira. To the 
north the lake extended thirty miles to 
Geneva, while directly across the lake rose 
lands of Schuyler and Tompkins Counties, 
with their broad farming lands and fruit 
orchards. The whole scene ‘is one of sur- 
passing loveliness. 

The construction of the new Seminary 
was pursued with such energy that by the 
summer of 1900 it was possible to announce 
that the school would open in its new home 


the first week in September. 





APPROACH TO THE SEMINARY PROPERTIES. 


elected to the same Board of Trustees, and 
that a reorganization of the institution was 
effected, with new resources and more fav- 
orable prospects. 

tn 1897 a new church was erected for the 
use of the congregation that had been wor- 
shipping in the Seminary chapel, toward 
which Mr. Palmer had made a substantial 
contribution, and a parsonage was bought 
outright by Mr. Palmer, for the home of 
the minister, who was to be the community 
pastor and Seminary chaplain. This church 
was dedicated in the spring of 1898, and 
in the services a notable gathering of Chris- 
tian ministers and friends of the school par- 
ticipated. 

In the same summer, 1898, Mr. Palmer 
placed in the hands of the new head cf the 
school $2,500.00 to be applied toward -reno- 
vations of Seminary buildings. When the 


tien of which was begun in the spring of 
1899, and also preliminary plans were pre- 
pared for the new Seminary building, these 
to be subject to Mr. Palmer’s approval at 
a meeting to be held at the Seminary in 
the fall. 

On Thursday, October 5, 1899, Mr. Pal- 
mer arrived from New York, accompanied 
by Rev. F. S. Child, D. D., of the Board of 
Trustees, and on Saturday morning, Octo- 
ber 7, a conference was held in the presi- 
dent’s office, at which the plans for the new 
building were inspected, and a contract was 
executed between Mr. Palmer and Messrs, 
White and Coughlin, builders, of Watkins, 
N. Y., for the erection of the building. -On 
October 17, 1899, ground was broken for the 
new building, and the construction of the 
new Seminary-was actively begun. 


a 


SENECA LAKE.IN PLAIN VIEW. 


Palmer Hall, as the new building was 
named after the wife of the generous friend, 
who made its erection possible, was a mod- 
ern-structure that was worthy of a worthy 
cause. It was built. of Canandaigua cream 
brick, trimmed with Indiana limestone, and 
was one hundred and sixty feet in length. 
It contained five stories, including the base- 
ment, and every foot of the building is oc- 
cupied.. It houses the whole school, for it 
contains the library, museum, assembly 
room, class rooms, kitchen, dining hall, and 
some fifty dormitory rooms for the accomo- 
dation of teachers and students. s 

The dedication of the new Seminary oc- 
curred on September 25, 1900, with appro- 
priate exercises, which began at ten o’clock 
in.the morning and continued through the 
day, with a recess for dinner, which was 
served in the capacious dining hall. 
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In the morning historical addresses were 
delivered by Mr. W. E. Bassler, chairman 
of the Trustees, and by Rev. O. W. Powers, 
D. D., both of whom were former students 
of the Seminary. Mr. Bassler spoke of the 
“Beginnings of the Seminary,” and Dr. 
Powers of the “Place of the“School in Busi- 
ness and the Professions.” Dr. Child spoke 
of the manner in which he had come into 
the life of the school, and how Mr. Palmer 
was interested in having an institution 
which should be Christian in every sense of 
the term. The closing address of the morn- 
ing was by Dr. G. H. Ball, President of 
Keuka College, who brought the cheer and 
sympathies of that institution. 

In the afternoon, Dr. T. M. McWhinney, 
of Ohio, and a long-time friend of the in- 
stitution, was introduced as the orator of 
the day, and who spoke eloquently on “Love, 
as the Central Principle of the Universe.” 

Following the dedicatory oration, Mr. 
Palmer, in a forceful address, in which he 
outlined the kind of religion that the school 
should represent, delivered the keys to Dr. 
Martyn Summerbell, the president, who ac- 
cepted them in an appropriate response. 
The prayer of dedication was offered by 
Rev. Dr. A. R. Macoubrey, and an anthem 
and the benediction closed the impressive 
exercises. 

The most significant event in the recent 
history of the Seminary occurred on Com- 
mencement Day, June 26, 1901, when Mr. 
Palmer, after the awards of prizes and 
diplomas, announced that a movement was 
under way for a permanent endowment for 
the school, that three friends had contrib- 
uted $1,000.00 each for this purpose, and 
that another friend had given $100,000.00. 
He spoke in a quiet tone, much as if some 
one had given a dollar for foreign missions. 
The audience was taken by surprise, and 
looked at each other as if there had been a 
stroke of lightning. The Seminary already 
blessed with an endowment of more than 
$100,000.00! It seemed almost incredible, 
and yet it was true, and the unmentioned 
friend, who had stood in the background 
so modestly, was no other than Mr. Palmer 
himself. Before the day was over, other 
pledges were given by friends, so that the 
institution had a solid foundation of $104,- 
000.00. 

With its new buildings, and its extensive 
grounds, which in campus and farming land 
cover over a hundred acres, the school has 
been moving prosperously. It has constant- 
ly upheld the old Starkey ideal, of high 
scholarship combined with moral and relig- 
ious influence. Its courses of study enable 
it to prepare its students for the best col- 
leges and professional schools, many of 
which accept its students on the president’s 
certificate, without further examination. In 
recent years it has placed its-students in 
Cornell, Columbia, Syracuse, Rochester, 
Michigan, Harvard, and Yale Universities, 
and in colleges too numerous for mention. 
Its graduates have taken high place in these 
institutions, and some of them are now 
holding university professorships. 

Great care is exercised in the appoint- 
ment of teachers, ten of whom give instruc- 
tion in their several departments. Under 
their tutelage, the students make good 


progress. 


\ 
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The whole atmosphere of the place is that 
of a well-ordered family, in which the traits 
of self-control, good manners, and a sin- 
cerely spiritual frame have their normal 
growth. 

The influence of Starkey Seminary has 
been fruitful with blessing in the churches 
and homes of our Christian people of New 
York, and to many of other States who have 
enjoyed its instruction. And the present 
prospects of the school, in the loyalty of its 
students and the devotion of its teachers, 
are full of promise for its continued pros- 
perity. MARTYN SUMMERBELL. 


PATRIOTISM, RELIGION, FELLOWSHIP, 
AND SOCIABILITY 
BY REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 

Patriotism, religion, fellowship, and so- 
ciability, four cardinal virtues of any com- 
munity, found full expression in an all-day 
meeting at Pleasant Hill Christian church, 
Randolph County, Indiana, on Sunday, 
August 18. The weather conditions were 
ideal, the audiences large, the spirit fervent, 
the fellowship delightful, and the dinner re- 





freshing and satisfying. The tables were 
spread beneath the trees in the church yard, 
and around them gathered the community 
folks, with their visitors and friends, not 
only to eat, but to talk and laugh together 
as they related events of the by-gone years, 
or joked each other about incidents in each 
others’ lives. 


This is the home of Rev. A. E. Kemp and 
wife, both of whom were present at the 
service. Rev. B. F. Kemp, A. E.’s father, 
came to this locality seventy-five years ago, 
when but five years of age, and continucd 
a resident of the neighborhood until a few 
years ago, when he located in North Man- 
chester, Indiana, where he still lives. He 
was ordained to the work of the gospel 
ministry, nearly sixty-three years ago. He 
is yet hale and strong in body, mind, and 
soul. He taught school for a number of 
years in the Pleasant Hill District, and had 
the pleasure during the day of meeting 
many of his erst-while pupils, all of whom 
were glad to see him. In addition to the 
two ministers above mentioned, and the pas- 
tor and speaker for the day, there were 
present at the afternoon service Rev. H. G. 
Rowe, Rev. Earnest Treber, Rev.. Robert 
Kessler, all of the Christian Church, and 
Rev. Mr. Surface and wife, of the Friends 
Church, Rev. Surface attended all the 
servicgg, and bore a part in each. 

The afternoon service was held in the 
open, gnd was one of the events in the 
writer'g experience. The entire afternoon 
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was given to the patriotic side of life. The 
community has a well-organized and thor- 
oughly-drilled brass band, and an orchestra 
of ability and merit, both of which were 
present with their musical contributions. 

A large class of young ladies had been 
drilled in a number of displays, which they 
presented so admirably that all were sorry 
when they concluded. In one of their drills 
they formed the letters -U. S. A. in suc- 


cessive movements, and, being decorated 


with the national emblems, presented a 
beauty of figure not easily described, or for- 
gotten. One other presentation was that of 
Red Cross nurses, when they carried a 
banner bearing the inscription, “The Best 
Dressed Girls in the World.” The conclud- 
ing drill of the afternoon was a Hooverite 
Presentation. The girls entered the drill 
ground, bearing all manner of farm imple- 
ments, carpenter tools, axes, spades, picks, 
etc., etc. They sowed seeds across the field, 
they pitched hay, they dug trenches, they 
built ships, they sawed wood, they mined 
coal, and they did them well throughout. 
It really seemed more than play, so much 
earnestness and naturalness did these 
knights of labor put into what they did. In 
connection with the sermons and addresses 
of the day, the following program was ren- 
dered: 

Music by band. 

Welcome address by Zelma Thornburg. 

Prayer, Rev. Tarr. 

Patriotic drill by seventeen young ladies. 

Song by Rev. Surface and wife, of Friends Church. 

Song—‘“Hello, Central, Give Me France,” Vera 
Thornburg. 

Song—“Will the Angels Guard My Papa ‘Over 
There?’” Mildred Kemp, daughter of Rev. A. E, Kemp. 

Song, Kathryn Surface. 

Song—‘“Sons of America,” Ada Spitler. 

“Salute to Uncle Sam,” Band. 

Song—“Star Spangled Banner.” 


Solo—“America for Me,” Miss Eva Downing. 
Reading by Miss Hazel Lindley. 


For the past two years, or nearly so, the 
church has had the pastoral service of Rev. 
Columbus C. Tarr, of Marion, Indiana, 
whose painstaking pastoral service has told 
for good along every line of church life. 
His retirement from the field is greatly re- 
gretted by his many friends. As a part of 
the morning service, he sang most effecttal- 
ly, “The Telephone.” 


The records of the church contain the 
following statement concerning the organi- 
zation: ; 


“The Christian church, in Jackson Town- 
ship, Randolph County, Indiana. This 
branch of the Christian church was organ- 
ized on the 22d day of July, 1844, under 
the name of the Pleasant Hill church, on 
these principles: The undersigned do agree 
to take the Holy Scriptures for the man 
of our council, the only book of our faith 
and practice to live and die by. By which 
we agree to live together in church order 
with each other, holding fellowship for all 
Christians, in confirmation hereof we have 
pledged our hearts, joined our hands, and 
hereunto attached our names.” 


From 1844 to 1852 there seems to have 
been but little regular pastoral service, and 
no records of the church for that period 
are now extant, but since 1852 the prosper- 
ity of the church has been steady and con- 
stant, and with a good house of worship, a 
large number of intelligent young people, a 
progressive spirit, and a united purpose, 
all of which they have, Pleasant Hill 
church has an opportunity and an obliga- 
tion worthy of her best efforts. 


omer: 
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The Forward Movement of the Christian Church 


Rev. Warren H. Denison, D. D., Superintendent. 


Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Erie, Pa., Religious Education Secretary. 
Headquarters—Room 27, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


WHAT OUR PASTORS MAY DO NOW FOR THE 
FORWARD MOVEMENT 


One of the joys that have already come 
to us since we have taken up this Forward 
Movement program in our Church is the 
number of hearty expressions of loyalty and 
cooperation by our pastors. From every 
section earnest letters, personal expressions, 
have been so clear and strong, pledging 
their cooperation in every way, that we 
have been greatly strengthened in the serv- 


(g) If you have to do with the making 
of conference or institute programs, see to 
it that they embody the essential features 
of the Movement. 

(h) Secure subscribers to our Church pa- 
pers, so that we may multiply the number 
who may read of its work from week to 
week. We want them to get the items of 
information. 

(i) Send lists of names to headquarters 
of those who are key-workers in your 





ice before us. The pastor is the one person 
above us all that can get things done. To 
find our pastors in hearty sympathy with 
this Movement, to find them convinced of 
its value, to find them inquiring at once as 
to what they may do now to help create an 
atmosphere of sympathy, as to what they 
may do to help on the aim of the campaign, 
shows the devotion and loyalty of our 
ministers. If a pastor gives this five-point 
campaign his thought he cannot help but 
become interested, for it is a united effort 
to bring about in every church in the very 
beginning the things that a real pas- 
tor wants to get done. In answer to the 
question as to what a pastor may begin to 
do at once, we offer the following: 


(a) Pray very definitely for it now, 


privately, at the family altar, and in public 
services. 


(b) Secure signers to the Prayer Cove- 
nants. Clip them from church papers, send 
to headquarters, get congregations to sign 
them. The President of The American 
Christian Convention sent for 300 the other 
day for his congregation. 

(c) Preach a series of morning sermons 
on the five points of the campaign. All who 
will agree to preach such a series this early 
fall will please send in their names at once 
and greatly oblige. 

(d) Seek to double your prayer-meeting 
attendance and interest. 

(e) Review your preaching for the last 
months and see if your preaching is really 
spiritual preaching, soul-satisfying, building 
up the spiritual life of your congregation. 
It may be necessary to recast your preach- 
ing. 

(f) Make occasion to explain the For- 
ward Movement campaign to individuals 
and groups, talk it up, help create an at- 
mosphere for it. 


church, persons of influence, of means, of 
generosity, workers, to whom we may send 
literature and information. 

(j) Write the Superintendent for liter- 
ature, information, speakers, for he wants 
to keep in close touch with our pastors. He 
has been a pastor all his life, in different 
States and sections. He knows a pastor’s 
problems, difficulties, joys, experiences. He 
wants to be a helper to them. 

(k) Help to create a hearty, whole-souled 
spirit of cooperation, for we need to go 
forward together. 

We will be glad to furnish you pamphlets 
as needed, entitled “The Forward Move- 
ment of the Christian Church;” “The WHY 
of the Forward Movement Program of the 
Christian Chureh;” “Prayer Covenants.” 
Ask for them. 

The Superintendent spoke on “Tithing” 
at the annual business meeting of the 
Springfield, Ohio, church, Rev. H. Russell 
Clem, pastor, August 7,-and at the First 
Christian church, Dayton, Ohio, on “For- 
ward, Together,” at the morning service, 
August 11, Rev. McD. Howsare, pastor. 

The following article on “The Personal 
Prayer Life: What Invalidates Prayer,” by 
Mrs. J. J. Lincoln, Graham, Va., will help 
any reader to a better understanding of the 
need of prayer in such a movement and 
campaign as we are undertaking. 

WARREN H. DENISON, Supt. 


A NOBLE SENTIMENT 

A unique dedication took place in Boston, 
July 31 and August 1. It was the dedica- 
tion of the new Christian Endeavor Inter- 
national Headquarters Building. The first 
sentence of Dr. Clark’s dedicatory address, 
as published in The Christian Endeavor 
World of August 15, 1918, for depth, fulness 
of meaning, and expressive of the Christian 
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democracy, as taught in the Scriptures, and 
as needed to be realized by the churches of 
Christendom, is a precious jewel. I use 
that term for the want of a better one. The 
sentence, “The two fundamental principles 
of Christian Endeavor are loyalty and fel- 
lowship, loyalty to Christ and the Church, 
and fellowship with all that love and serve 
the Master.” 

Would that this sentiment, so condensed 
and plainly expressed, might be indelibly 
impressed upon the mind and heart, and 
adopted by all Christians and churches of 
Jesus Christ everywhere! Sectarian divis- 
ional lines would drop out, and the Church 
of our Lord would soon be one, as Christian 
Endeavor is now one. 

J. G. BisHop. 

Dayton, Ohio. 


IN REMEMBRANCE 
ROBERT HOOSIC WASHBURNE, D. D. 


Think not the only gifts are those 
That by the rich are given; 

The gifts of poverty as well 
Accepted are by heaven. 


The widow’s mite, the pot of oil, 
Are in remembrance pt, 
While all the treasures of the rich 
Have with their givers slept. 


Then bring thy gift, however small 
It to thy eyes ap 4 

God’s blessing adde to thy gift, 
Thy praise the world sitall hear. 


Winooski, Vt. 





HOW TO WIN REVERENCE FOR THE 
BIBLE 


All of the mental and verbal gymnastics 
in which men engage to prove the eternal 
verity of the Scriptures shall come to 
nought. There is one expression of that 
mystic writer, John, which ought to give 
us pause. “The Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us.” 


Simply to secure the assent of men to the 
unimpeachable character of the Scriptures 
is no evidence of faith. “Faith gives sub- 
stance to the things it hopes for.” It “puts 
to the test the things it has not yet beheld.” 
Abraham did it, Moses did it, Isaiah did it, 
Jesus did it, Paul did it, and a great host 
of others have done it. What of Eli Whit- 
ney? S. F. B. Morse? Elias Howe? Edi- 
son? Marconi? Everybody is willing to 
use the results of their faith. Why should 
we think people less willing to use the re- 
sults of our faith, if we had any to present? 
Larger results to which to point, with less 
quibbling about verbal expressions of faith 
in the Scriptures must inevitably result in 
a wider acceptance of their reliability. Let 
the Word be again expressed in flesh—liv- 
ing terms—and a skeptic world will begin 
searching the Scriptures as never before 
since the time of Jesus and the apostles. 
The world finds it hard to believe that “Je- 
sus Christ is come in the flesh,” when they 
through whose flesh He desires to manifest 
His presence, take greater delight in verbal 
affirmations of faith than in translating 
their faith into deeds. 

P. S. SAILER. 


Lynn, Mass, gk 
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A CANDID AND FORCEFUL EXAMINATION OF THE FACTS 


[Dr. Willett, a Disciple minister of Chicago, has been reviewing the doctrine of the Second Coming of Christ, greatly obscuring the truth, 


as many believe. 


In a recent issue of The Christian Standard, Rev. W. A. Fite makes a reply which is so clear and satisfying that we 


give it to our readers, as furnishing helpful matter to clear up the thought which many people have that there was some mistake in what 


the Bible says of His second coming, or at least a mistake in the understanding the apostles had of the matter. 
with so much force that, as we think, no careful reader need have such doubts again. 
statements from Scripture for the position he takes. 


—Eprror.] 


Prof. W. H. Willett, who is writing a 
series of articles in The Christian Century, 
concludes the third of the series with these 
words: 

The two facts that stand out clearly from 
the pages of the Christian Scriptures, when 
frankly and candidly examined, are that the 
Master said He would return during that 
generation; and the fact that He did not 
return was the cause of anxiety among His 
friends. 

With no desire to enter into a controversy 
with the professor, it does seem that his 
palpable mistake should be pointed out. If 
it be true that. Jesus said He would return 
during that generation, meaning a period 
of thirty-‘hrze and a third years, or, to use 
Professor Willett’s own words, during 
Paul’s own lifetime, or, at farthest, in that 
of his contemporaries, then Professor Wil- 
lett has done what no astute politician or 
plotting Pharisee of Jesus’ ministry was 
able to do, viz., entrap Him in His talk. 
Jesus also said, on the same occasion, and 
in the same breath, that He did not know 
the time of His return. To quote: 

“Verily I gay unto you, This generation 
shall not pass away, till all these things be 
accomplished. Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass away. 
But of that day and hour knoweth no one, 
not even the angels of heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father only” (Matt. 24: 34-36; 
Mark 13: 30-32). 

According to Professor Willett, Jesus 
said He would return in the lifetime of 
those then living, and at the very same time 
He tells the apostles that neither He Him- 
self, nor the angels, but only the Father, 
knew the time of His return. Was Jesus 
so loose in His talk as that? His enemies 
of that time did not think so. 
for a twentieth-century friend to discover 
it. 

If Professor Willett is right in saying 
that Jesus promised His disciples that He 
would return within the limits of a half- 
century after His ascension, then He either 
deliberately falsified, or was honestly mis- 
taken. If the first be true, He was not the 
Son of God, but a rank imposter. If the 
second be true, then He was a mere guess- 
er; and in that event is not to be trusted, 
either about the future of the soul, or the 

world. To be able to guess no better about 
His second advent would be to sadly fail in 
His claims about any preknowledge what- 
soever. He does not hold the keys of death 
and Hades. There is no eternal life, ac- 
cording to His promise. The dearest hopes 
of the human heart which He kindled are 
null and void. Behold, what desolation Pro- 
fessor Willett’s statement works! 

Is Professor Willett’s contention correct? 
He bases practically the whole of the argu- 
ment for his thesis on this proposition. If 
it can be shown that he is wrong, then the 
whole of his reasoning falls like a house of 
cards. The werd “generation”—genea— 
means, in addtion to the people of any given 


It remained . 


time, or thirty-three and a third years, a 
race, a nation, a family stock. Art thou a 
teacher in our Israel and knowest not this? 
Hence, our Lord simply says that the Jew- 
ish people, though they were to be scattered 
among the nations, would not pass away 
until all the things He had predicted to take 
place before His return would be fulfilled. 
The Jewish race was never to be lost until 
He returned. Quite a remarkable prophecy, 
when we consider with what readiness other 
races are assimilated, absorbed, and lost in 
the United States, for instance; but the 
Jew, without a national home for nineteen 
centuries, and scattered in practically all 
communities, has never lost his racial dis- 
tinction and peculiarities. It was a daring 
thing, after making a prophecy like that, 
to immediately follow it with the statement: 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
words shall not pass away.” Nearly nine- 
teen hundred years have passed away, but 
Christ’s Word has not passed away. The 
Jew, though he has been the football of 
humanity, though he has floated like oil on 
the surface of the nations of the world, has 
kept his racial identity, just as our Lord 
said he would. He will still be in the world 
when Jesus returns. And this prophecy, 
fulfilled before the eyes of mankind for so 
many centuries, should assure us that all 
things which Jesus said about the future 
will be fulfilled. 


Moreover, it is a perversion of facts to 
make Jesus’ words on His second coming 
imply that He would return within a few 
years after His ascension to heaven. The 
period of His absence, as related to the 
disciples in Matthew 24, Mark 18, and Luke 
21, suggests a long period of time. It was 


to be a period of wars, a period in which 
the gospel would be preached to all the na- 


- tions, a period of prosecution, apostasy, 


lukewarmness, false teachers, false Christs, 
prevailing iniquity. .Whoever would read 
into such words a period of only thirty- 
three and a third years is a strange stu- 
dent of Scripture. 

Jesus also told the disciples that Jerusa- 
lem would be destroyed, desolated, and be 
trodden underfoot of the Gentiles during 
the times of the Gentiles (Matt. 23: 38, 39; 
Luke 19: 41-44; 21:24). Could this have 
been a fifty-year period? “The times of the 
Gentiles” certainly meant more than fifty 
years. 

Furthermore, in the parable of the 
pounds, which He gave to correct a false 
impression that “the kingdom of God was 
to immediately appear,” He positively af- 
firms that not until after His return would 
the Kingdom appear; and in the parable of 
the talents, in which the same thought of 
faithfulness on the part of His followers 
is ineulcated until His return, He says that 
He would not return until “after a long 
time” (Matt. 25: 19; cf. Luke 19: 11f). 


Mr. Fite clears this point 


Mr. Fite wields a master’s pen and gives facts and 
We commend the general drift of his article to the careful attention of our readers. 


Jesus also told the disciples that they 
would “desire to see one of the days of the 
Son of man and should not see it;” that is, 
one of the days of His personal presence on 
earth. But He tells them, should others 
say, “Lo, there! Lo, there!” “go not away 
nor follow after them: for as the lightning, 
when it lighteneth out of the one part un- 
der the heaven shineth unto the other part 
under heaven, so shall the Son of man be in 
his day” (Luke 17: 22-25). Now, the fact 
that Jesus told the disciples that they would 
desire to see one of the days of His personal 
presence, and would not, is further proof 
that Jesus did not say that He would return 
in their lifetime. 

Another prophecy which Jesus made con- 
cerning the martyrdom of the apostles is 
still further evidence that He did not say 
He would return during their lifetime. 
“Then shall they deliver you up unto tribu- 
lation and shall kill you” (Matt. 24:9). 
Jesus positively predicted the death of 
Peter, and when Peter then asked concern- 
ing John, the youngest of the apostles, say- 
ing: “And what shall this man do?” Jesus 
replied: “And if I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? follow thou 
me.” John tells us that the saying that 
John was not to die went forth among the 
apostles, and then adds: “Yet, Jesus said 
not unto him, that he should not die; but, 
If I will that he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee?” John felt that, while he was 
to outlive the others, death was not to make 
an exception of him. 

Professor Willett also seeks to show that 
the apostles, by their writings, expected him 
to return while they were living and the 
fact that he didn’t was the “cause of much 
perplexity to them.” But did the disciples 
so state? When the apostles asked him 
what would be the sign of His coming 
(notice that they ask for the sign, not a 
sign or signs), He tells them that it is to 
be the coming of the antichrist—the “abom- 
ination of desolation,” spoken of in the book 
of Daniel. Professor Willett admits that 
Paul, early in his ministry, in writing 2 
Thessalonians, says positively that the anti- 
christ, or the man of sin, must come first. 
Thus Paul agrees with Jesus. The apostle 
John, in his Epistles and the book of Revel- 
ation, states the same fact, the coming of 
the antichrist first. 


Did the apostle Peter expect the return 
of Jesus in his lifetime? According to the 
second Epistle, which bears his name, he 
did not. Professor Willett, however, re- 
gards this letter as a forgery of some sec- 
ond-century writer. He says that when it 
was written, “Paul and Peter had long ago 
made the great attestation to their faith.” 
This, too, in face of the fact that the author 
says he was a witness of the transfiguration 
(2 Peter 1: 16-18), and that Jesus had sig- 
nified to him the manner of His death (1: 
14), and that the author. refers to himself 
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as “Simon Peter, the servant and an apos- 
tle of Jesus Christ” (1:1). He also speaks 
of the letter as his second Epistle (3:1). 
What greater internal evidence could one 
need for the authorship of a book? With 
reference to this book, Professor Willett 
says: “The years were slipping away and 
nothing had happened. The unbelievers, 
men of the communities in which they lived, 
knew enough of the current hopes of the 
brethren to make them the theme of humor- 
ous inquiry. ‘Where is the promise of His 
coming?’ they said. ‘Since the patriarchs 
died, all things continue as they were from 
the creation.’ Such skeptical and mocking 
utterances were the cause of doubts and 
trouble.” But it was not when the writer 
wrote that these mockers were mocking, as 
Professor Willett suggests, but here was a 
prophecy of what was to be in “the last 
days.” Peter says: “In the last days 
mockers shall come with mockery, walking 
after their own lusts and saying, Where 


is the promise of his coming? for from the 
day that the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of 
creation” (2 Peter 3:3, 4). Therefore, the 
apostle Peter did not expect Jesus to return 
during His lifetime. He expected to die, 
“put off the tabernacle as Jesus had signified 
unto him,” and foretold the coming of those 
who would mock at the second coming of 
Christ “in the last days.” 

If it be asked what is meant by the fre- 
quent occurrence of the expression in the 
apostolic writings, “The Lord is at hand,” 
the answer is that the return of Christ was 
the next thing disclosed to occur in the pur- 
poses of God’s revelation. We may still 
say, “The Lord is at hand,” and the time 
is more “shortened” now than in the days 
of Paul; but after He comes we shall say, 
“Lo, this is our God; we have waited for 
Him, and He will save us: this is the Lord; 
we have waited for Him, we will be glad 
and rejoice in His salvation” (Isa. 25:9). 
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The Ministry of the Church in Time of War 


The ministry of the Churches of Christ 
in America to the soldiers and sailors, to 
the country itself, and to the nations en- 
gaged in war, has been so varied, and with- 
al so natural and unobtrusive, as to escape 
the attention of many. 


The churches of every communion, with 
exceptions so few as scarcely to be worthy 
of mention, have been loyal and patriotic, 
early recognizing the moral issues at stake, 
denouncing the abrogation of treaty rights, 
the spoliation of the helpless, the wanton 
destruction of the innocent, and the resort 
to barbarian methods of warfare; and by 
encouraging men everywhere to defend the 
principles of democracy and the liberties 
of people, both small and great, have ren- 
dered an immeasurably valuable service in 
upholding the morale of the nation. 

Through the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation, the Young Women’s Christian As- 
sociation, and other similar bodies, which 
are the offspring and agents of the Church, 
and through the agency of the devoted serv- 
ice of Army and Navy chaplains, and the 
camp pastors, the Church herself has been 
ministering, giving of her workers and her 


. money, and imparting her ideals and her 


sacrificial aims. 

The Church has responded to all calls of 
the nation. Out from her membership, 
forth from her Sunday-schools and allied 
organizations, have gone her young men to 
fight the nation’s battles, and her young 


‘ Women as nurses and in specialized service, 


as the service flags, dedicated in many 
places of worship, bear silent and im- 
pressive testimony. 

To the Red Cross and all movements for 
succor and relief she has given not merely 
millions of money, but, more precious still, 
thousands and thousands of workers, taken 
from her clergy and from amongst her most 
efficient laity. There are denominations 
whose clergy has been more than decimated 
through enlistment in the national service, 
military, naval, and civilian. 

As the needs of war work become more 


sailors who gather in great camps and can- 
tonments and go abroad, but also for the 
great industrial populations which are 
sustaining the nation through the produc- 
tion of munitions, accoutrements, equip- 
ment, and food supplies, the church has un- 
dertaken a new form of ministry. The 
Home Missions Council, which is composed 
of representatives from thirty-five dif- 
ferent home mission bodies, represent- 
ing twenty-three different denominations, 
and the Council of Women for Home 
Missions, representing women’s boards 
have joined with the General _ War- 
Time Commission of the Churches in cre- 
ating a joint committee which is known as 
“The Joint Committee on War Production 
Communities, representing the General 
War-Time Commission of the Churches 
and the Home Missions Council.” This 
committee, consisting of seven members 
from the Home Missions Council, two mem- 
bers from the Council of Women for Home 
Missions, and five members of the General 
War-Time Commission (leaving two vacan- 
cies to be filled), organized on July 15, 
1918, with Mr. John M. Glenn, of the Rus- 
sell Sage Foundation, Chairman; Rev. Al- 
fred Wms. Anthony, of the Home Missions 
Council, Secretary; Mr. William T. Dema- 
rest, of the Reformed Church in America, 
Treasurer; Rev. Worth M. Tippy, of the 
Commission on Church and Social Service 
of the Federal Council, Executive Secre- 
tary; and Rev. Howard R. Gold, of the 
National Lutheran Commission for Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Welfare, Assistant Secretary. 


The program of the Committee includes 
(1) the investigation of conditions through 
adequate surveys in the communities affect- 
ed by the concentration and speeding up of 
war industries; (2) the organization and 
strengthening of the churches in these com- 
munities and, where necessary, the creation 
of new churches for the religious and social 
welfare of the vast population which is 
migrating to these centers; and (3) that 
difficult and delicate task, yet needful and 


urgent, not simply for the soldiers and ~ not to be avoided, of allocating responsibil- 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (13) 853 


ity to the cooperating boards and churches, 
so as to avoid wasteful competition and 
duplication. 

In its investigations the committee al- 
ready has complete surveys, made by the 
Commission on the Church and Social Serv- 
ice of the Federal Council, of fifty-one 
places, in which some form of helpful 
agency, either local or national, has been 
set at work. In forty-seven other places 
surveys are now in progress, and twenty- 
four places are listed which are to receive 
attention in the immediate future. Other 
communities are reported almost daily. 
Lumber camps, mining centers, oil fields, 
and seamen’s communities are included 
within the scope of the committee’s work. 

The places requiring attention are of 
three quite distinct types. First, there is 
the altogether new development, apart by 
itself, planted by the sea or in the midst 
of a great plain, which has sprung up for 
some specific industry connected with the 
war. In many instances these are Govern- 
ment Reservations—camps to all intents 
and purposes, neither military nor naval, 
but civil. In other instances industries 
have been builded and settlements created 
alongside of old communities, and the new, 
attached to the old in some loose yet con- 
tiguous way, require special ministrations 
which the old are helpless to render. The 
third type is the old settlement with so 
many new industries come into it that it is 
congested, almost overwhelmed, with its un- 
prepared-for prosperity, and its unassim- 
ilated additions. The help rendered must 
be fitted to the community. In scarcely any 
instances is the community, unaided, able 
to eope successfully with the sudden prob- 
lems thrust upon it. These are problems 
vitally related to war production and labor 
turnovers and to national welfare. 

In addition to communities which contain 
large populations the Committee proposes 
also to do all that seems possible, through 
regular church agencies, in sustaining the 
rural morale, recognizing that agriculture 
and all the homely arts of peaceful industry, 
must, in times of national peril, be placed 
in the category of practical righteousness. 

The central office of the committee is at 
105 East 22d Street, New York City, where 
its officers may be addressed. Pen 


MOTHER LOVE 


There is an endearing tenderness in the 
love of a mother to a son that transcends - 
all other affections of the heart. It is neith- 
er te be chilled by selfishness nor daunted 
by danger, nor weakened by worthlessness, 
nor stifled by ingratitude. She will sacri- 
fice every comfort to his convenience; she 
will surrender every pleasure to his enjoy- 
ment; she will glory in his fame, and exult 
in his prosperity; and if adversity overtake 
him, he will be the dearer to her by mis- 
fortune; and if disgrace settle upon his 
name, she will still love and cherish him; 
and if all the world besides castes him off, 
she will be all the world to him.—Washing- 
ton Irving. 





“An engine has more sense than some 
men; it never tries to cross a bridge until 
it comes to it.” 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


——-Germany, as a result of the war, has 
about 6,000 blinded soldiers; France about 
5,000; and England about 4,000. 


-~-—Tne largest Sunday-school in the 
world is at the Great Lakes cantonment, 
with 9,000 soldiers in attendance. 





In Petrograd a ham costs $300, 
cheese and butter about ten dollars a pound, 
and eggs seventy-five cents apiece. 





Dr. Howard A. Kelly, the famous 
physician of the Johns Hopkins University, 
has three sons in the United States service. 


——A British airplane has flown from 
England to Egypt, a distance of two thou- 
sand miles, with only one or two stops for 
fuel. 


— —Wives of soldiers will hereafter be 
accepted in the Army School of Nursing, 
if otherwise qualified, and within the re- 
quired age limits. 





The Russian Government has issued 
a declaration that a state of war exists be- 
tween England and Russia, according to a 
dispatch from Berlin. 





“With an American army of 4,000,- 
000 men in France,” says Chief of Staff 
P. C. March, “we can go through the Ger- 
man line wherever we please.” 





The government has seized in New 
York more than 1,000,000 pounds of wheat 
gluten which was ready for shipment 
through Switzerland to Germany. 


——John R. Mott says that we must get 
overseas, at once, at least four thousand 
more American Y. M. C. A. workers, of 
whom one-fifth should be women. 


——The American United Commit- 
tee on Christian Service has given 
$20,000 for the relief of French Protestant 
churches which are suffering from the rav- 
ages of war. 





Seven of the new British tanks, 
which travel at a great pace even over 
rough ground, recently put four hundred 
Germuns out of action and broke up an en- 
tire brigade. 


—-—It is stated on the authority of Presi- 
dent Thwing, of the Western University, 
that 150,000 young Americans have gone in- 
to the war services from our colleges and 
universities, 





At the summer class graduation ex- 
ercises of the Moody Bible Institute of Chi- 
cago, held August 6, diplomas were awarded 
to eighty-four States and seven from four 
foreign countries. 


—tThe Post-office Department at Wash- 
ington, D. C., announces that it is consider- 
ing the establishment of a regular airplane 
mail service between New York and Chi- 
cago. 


——President Menocal, of Cuba, has 
signed the compulsory military bill under 
which all male Cubans between the ages of 
* twenty-one and twenty-six are liable for 
military service. 





New York City has six uniformed 
policewomen, each receiving a salary of 
$1,200 a year. 


——During the past year the American 
Red Cross has made contributions to the 
American Committee for Armenian and 
Syrian Relief, totaling $3,000,000. 





The price of Ford automobiles has 
been increased $75.00 in addition to a $90.00 
advance made last February. Last year 
700,000 Ford cars were manufactured. 


——lIt is rather startling to learn that 
women are now employed to handle freight 
on the piers of Brooklyn. Side by side with 


the men, they wheel their hand-trucks back’ 


and forth all day long. 


——A dispatch from Bern states that 
nineteen German officers, including General 
von Planits, two major-generals, and four 
colonels, have been retired for failure to 
stop the allied offensive. 


——During the six days and nights of 
continuous bombardment, the women can- 
teen workers of the Red Cross stationed at 
Epernay, south of Rheims, stayed at their 
posts feeding and caring for the wounded 
soldiers. 


——The giraffe is perfectly harmless; 
he was never known to hurt any one, and 
he gets his living off the upper boughs of 
thorn-trees, which nobody can reach but 
himself, and nothing else would eat if it 
could reach them. 





In Petrograd a veritable reign of ter- 
ror exists. More than 30,000 arrests were 
made by the Bolsheviki in the first three 
weeks in August. Lenine and Trotsky, the 
Bolsheviki leaders, are reported preparing 
to flee to Germany. 


—-In the first week in August very 
heavy aerial fighting took place in which 
the Germans lost 359 machines against 123 
British planes. During that week 120 tons 
of bombs were dropped on German positions 
in France and Belgium. 


— —Dr. John R. Mott, General Y.-M. C. 
A. Secretary, in a recent address, said: “I 
would rather live in the next ten years than 
in any time I have ever read of.....There 
is a boundless horizon and much work to 
be done.” 


——A thousand graduate nurses must be 
sent overseas each week for the next two 
months, to meet the requirements of the 
allied armies, according to the word that 
has reached Louisville from Lake Division 
Red Cross headquarters. 


Under the auspices of the American 
Government, a Leper Colony is maintained 
at Culion, Philippine Islands. Here is a 
most unique community of four thousand 
persons, all of them suffering from the same 
loathsome disease, but all being tenderly 
cared for. 





——A dispatch from Peking states that 
the Chinese government’s contract with 
Japan for a loan of 80,000,000 yen in gold 


has been signed. The governments concern- 
ed are maintaining secrecy. The loan, it 
is said, violates agreements with America 
and the consortorium. 


——The Spanish note to Germany re- 
garding the sinking of Spanish vessels. by 
submarines constituted an ultimatum, since 
Spain announced that a German vessel in- 
terned in any Spanish port will be seized 
for every Spanish vessel torpedoed. 


——tThe Navy went bone dry on August 
28, under a general order issued by Secre- 
tary Josephus Daniels. Not an officer or 
member of the naval force can get a drop 
of any kind of liquor for a beverage, in the 
United States, its possessions, or any place 
under its control. 


——William Stanley Braithwaite, the lit- 
erary editor of The Boston Transcript, is 
of African descent. He received in 1917 
the Spingarn Medal, which is a distinction 
awarded annually to the American Negro, 
who has done the most distinguished service 
for his race in the preceding year. 


~—An odd scene recently occurred on 
Sixteenth Street, “the Avenue of the Presi- 
dents,” Washington, D. C. The autos on 


_that pleasure drive suddenly stopped. A 


black cat, followed by her four kittens in a 
line with their tails up in the air, was 
crossing the roadway. After they crossed, 
trafic was resumed. 


——tThe War Department has cut out a 
Herculean job for itself—the registration 
of 13,000,000 men in a single day. It has 
planned to list every man in the country, 
18 to. 45 (both inclusive), except those 
previously registered, on Selective Service 
Registration Day. Watch newspapers for 
registration date, sometime in September. 


——tThousands of women will be drawn 
into railroad employment the next few 
months, to take the places of men entering 
ihe army and going to other industries. The 
railroad administration plans to employ 
women extensively as clerks, as expert ac- 
countants, ticket sellers, station agents, 
crossing watchmen, car cleaners,.and track 
laborers. 


——The Central New York Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church leads the 
conferences of Methodism in the enrollment 
of tithers. Twenty per cent. of the member- 
ship pledged to tithing was the goal fixed 
by the Centenary Commission, and the Cen- 
tral New York is the first conference to 
reach that standard. It means that ten 
thousand members have signed the Chris- 
tian stewardship pledge. 


——China has not been able to do much 
to help the allies in the war, and yet much 
more than is generally recognized. More 
than a hundred and fifty thousand Chinese 
have been brought to France to work in the 
rear, thus making it possible for thousands 
of men to go to the front who would other- 
wise have been kept behind the lines. The 
Y. M. C. A. and other religious work is 
being done among them. 
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President 
REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. 
Albany, New York 


OFFICIAL NOTICE 


The American Christian Convention will 
meet in regular quadrennial session in the 
Christian church, Conneaut, Ohio, on Tuesday, 
October 15,. 1918, at 2: 00 o’clock of the after- 
noon, and continue its sessions until Monday 
evening, October 21, 1918, or until the work 
of the session is completed. 


F. G. CorFrin, 
Pres. American Christian Convention. 
J. F. Burnett, 
Sec’y American Christian Convention. 


I met a man, the other day, who said he 
would not fight, 

And he said it with such angry tones as 
to give me quite a fright, 

And pointing upward toward the skies, said 
he, “My King is there,” 

But his temper was so awful hot, it made 
me quake with fear; 

I know the cruelty of the Hun, and the 
rattler’s deadly bite, 

But I’d rather meet both snake and Hun, 
than the man who will not fight. 

JEDEKIAH. 


ARE YOU A GOOD GUESSER? 


If you are a good guesser, I need your 
service, and I need it badly. Conference 
secretaries are sending me lists of delegates 
to The American Chris- 
tian Convention without 
naming their post-office 
addresses. I am to send 
literature to these dele- 
gates, and I am to guess 
where to send it. Wouldn’t 
it be better to have the 
guessing eliminated? It 
can be done when the post-office address is 
plainly written opposite the name of the 
delegate. Brethren and sisters, I confess 
that I am an awfully poor guesser. Please 
excuse me from the task, and name the 
post-office address. 


FRANKLINTON, N. C., Aug. 21, 1918. 


Rev. John Franklin Burnett, 
Secretary A. C. C., 
Dayton, Ohio. 


My Dear Sirk AND BROTHER :— 


I read with deepest interest 
All your articles in the H. or G. L.; 
And the good that I derive from them, 
No mortal tongue can tell. 


They are spicy, clean, and wholesome, 
As any reader could desire, 

And after a dozen readings 
I know no one would tire. 


I laugh, I cry, I sing, I sigh, 

At your verse and prose which are fine; 
The best earthly things I can compare you 
to-— . 

An overflowing oil well, or a gold mine. 


When you make a request in the H. or G. L., 
We ought all-at once to comply; 
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THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


If you didn’t need an immediate answer, 
You wouldn’t be so anxious for quick 
replies. 


There are seventeen important commission 


reports 
That need to be studied by all; 
Please send a copy of each to me, 
And I hope all others will promptly call. 


We'll have a great time at the Convention 
During its sessions a few weeks from 


now 
If all will get down to prayer and work 
Without further delay, but now. 


Very truly yours, 
F. S. HENDERSHOT. 


RAILROAD RATES 


The following letters are self-explan- 
atory. I shall report the final word from 
the “Department of the Railroad Admin- 
istration,” as soon as I receive it. In the 
meantime, make up your mind to go any- 
how. Why not make up parties and drive 
through in automobiles. I have word from 
a party of five in Indiana, that expects to 
make such arrangement. One of the five 
owns an automobile, and the other four 
are planning to give him $12.50 apiece, 
which will be much cheaper for them than 
railroad fare, and beside that they will 
have a fine drive and a delightful fellow- 
ship. There is no reason why the atiend- 
ance should not be above the average. Read 
the letters: 


August 23, 1918. 
Mr. F. C. Donald, 
Commissioner Central 
Passenger Association, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

My Dear Sir:—During June, of this 
year, I wrote you that The American Chris- 
tian Convention would meet in quadrennial 
session, at Conneaut, Ohio, October 15 to 
21, that we reckon at these quadrennial ses- 
sions on an attendance of about three hun- 
dred, and that we located the Convention 
at Conneaut during the two-cent rate, and 
that the increase would decrease our at- 
tendance because of the very heavy ex- 
penses upon our people. I wanted to know 
then if there would be excursion rates to 
such Conventions. To my request you re- 
plied as follows: 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., 

See’y A. C. C., 

Dayton, Ohio, 

DeaR Dr. BURNETT:—Responding to 
the reference of your favor of 1lith 
instant: At this writing, in as far as 
we are informed, the question of con- 
céssions for conventions, meetings, etc., 
has not received attention in the recent 
general revision made of passenger 
fares. Possibly such special fares may 
have later consideration. 

Yours truly, 
F. C. DONALD, 
Commissioner. 


I am writing again to ask if there is any 
possibility of excursion rates, and, if not, 
can local arrangements be made, and also to 
know if ministers are entitled to considera- 
tion under the new administration. 


REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
Dayton, Ohio 





Thanking you in the name of a large Con- 
vention, and in the interest of right, and 
kindly asking for a prompt reply, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 





August 26, 1918. 


” 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D 
Secretary A. C. C., 
Dayton, Ohio. 
DEAR. Dr. BurNetr:—Acknowledging 
your favor of 23d instant: As the Central 
Passenger Association is inoperative in the 
matter of the institution of regular or 
special fares, I have referred your appli- 
cation for fare concessions, occasion of the 
Quadrennial Session, American Christian 
Convention, Conneaut, Ohio, October next, 
to the department of the Railroad Admin- 
istration having supervision over passenger 
fares. 
Yours truly, 
F. C. DONALD, 
Commissioner. 


NOTICE OF AMENDMENT 


Resolved, That notice be given in THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY of a 
proposed amendment to the Con- 
stitution of The American Chris- 
tian Convention, providing for a 
Board of Christian Unity, with a 
secretary, who shall work with 
the other department secretaries 
and also of a Secretary for 
Evangelism and Social Service on 
the same basis. 

The above was adopted by the Commis- 
sion on Christian Unity at Norfolk, Va., 
April, 1918. 


NOTICE TO ALL WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN 


Him that hath eyes to read, let him read. 

Each and all of you are hereby and 

hereon notified to read over again all the 

notices that have appeared in this 

% department concerning The Amer- 
ican Christian Convention. 

I notify you each and all, here 
and now, that you must read the 
notices and must govern yourselves 
accordingly. Should you not read 

them, don’t blame any one but yourself for 
any entanglement, or embarrassment, you 
may experience at the Convention. 


INTELLIGENCE 


An intelligent person is supposed to be 
one of cultivated understanding, a person 
who has acquired a large store of knowl- 
edge; but not necessarily in the schools or 
colleges, for many highly intelligent persons: 
have been self-educated men and women. 
Intelligence is a characteristic of the mind 
rather than of action or manners. There 
are highly intelligent people who are social- 
ly impossible because of self-conceit or boo 
ish manners.—E xchange. ‘ 


Only as we are true to ourselves can we 
be true to our friends. God’s love must be 
perfected in us in order that we may love 
others perfectly.—Selected. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wieker, A. M., Litt. D., Sece’y 
Blon College, N. C. 


Lesson for September 15, 1918 





WINNING THE WORLD TO CHRIST 
Matt. 5: 13-16; 28: 18-20; Acts 16: 9-15 





Golden Text—Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to the whole creation. 
—Mark 16: 15. 

Devotional Reading—Phil. 2: 5-16. 

Additional Material for Teachers—Num. 
10:29; Psa. 96:3; Isa. 6:8; Dan. 12:3; 
Luke 22: 82; Rom. 1: 14; Phil. 2: 4-16; Jas. 
5: 19, 20. 

Primary and Junior Topic—Helping Oth- 
ers to Know Jesus. 

Lesson Material—John 4: 4-15; 25-42. 

Primary and Junior Story Material— 
John 4: 4-15; 25-42. 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic— 
How Christians Can Better Their Commu- 
nity, Their Nation, and the World. 

Additional Material—Psa. 51:13; Isa. 
62: 1, 6, 7; Mark 16: 20; 1 Cor. 9: 22; Gal. 
6:9; Col. 4: 5; Rev. 22: 17. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, Sept. 9—The Salt of the Earth. 
Matt. 5: 10-16. 

Tuesday, Sept. 10—Come Over and Help 
Us. Acts 16: 6-15. 

Wednesday, Sept. 11—Nehemiah’s Prayer. 
Neh. 1: 1-11. 

Thursday, Sept. 12—The Mind That Was 
in Christ. Phil. 2: 5-16. 


Friday, Sept. 13—The Water of Life. 


John 4: 4-15. 

Saturday, Sept. 14—Helping Others to 
Know Jesus. John 4: 28-42. 

Sunday, Sept. 15—Bringing Glad Tid- 
ings. Rom. 10: 8-15. 





Introduction 


The Sermon on the Mount is a master- 
piece of literature, but it is more. The in- 
spired teachings surpass all that can be 
found in any human production, for they 
are the teachings of the divine mind. 

This discourse was delivered on one occa- 
sion and is not made up of patchwork, as 
some of the higher critics would have us 
believe. The fact that our Lord used sim- 
ilar sayings at different places only means 
that He repeated some of His teachings in 
different settings. 

Though the critics would contend that 
Luke (6: 20-49) gave a different discourse, 
those who are more spiritually minded be- 
lieve that he records the same sermon. The 
two begin and end exactly alike and it is 
not likely that even the critics would report 
the same sermon to-day in the exact words, 
for they rarely agree among themselves. 





Comments 
I. THE SALT CHRISTIANS. (V. 138) 
The salt of the earth—Jesus had just 
spoken the beatitude blessings upon his dis- 
ciples. He now turns to their blessing of 


others. He had a wonderful power in draw- 
ing from nature the aptest illustrations. 
Salt and light—the two great disinfectants, 


 —————— ae 
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saving in nature, were chosen to illustrate 
the Christian. Salt preserves, prevents 
putrefaction. The Christian sustains a 
similar attitude and relation in the spirit- 
ual world that salt does to the natural. 
This element is the only hope of mankind. 
Left alone, man degenerates—his morals 
rot. Learning may do much for the world, 
but without Christ—Christians—it would 
never be saved. 

The emphasis is upon “ye.” Not doctrine, 
or philosophy, or higher criticism is the 
salt. His disciples are the salt. It is the 
Christian life that saves. 

Worthless salt—Jesus prevents their van- 
ity by immediate warning. Not a sense of 
superiority, but of responsibility, He would 
instill, for He tells them that if they lose 
their Christian life, they are impotent, their 
power is gone. 

The salt of Palestine was an impure salt, 
much earthy matter being mixed with it. 
This salt, after being exposed to the ele- 
ments, lost its savor. It is then cast out as 
not only useless, but a positive injury to 
good soil, preventing growth. The disciples 
were warned not to let the earthly elements 
draw out their peculiar power and excellent 
quality, so that they would go back to the 
earth, Upon them He depends for the 
world’s redemption. If they lose their power 
to save, there is not only loss to the work they 
can do, but there is nothing else to give 
them power and they are worthless. This 
means that when the gospel loses power 
over a man, there is nothing else to turn to. 


II. THE LIGHT CHRISTIANS. (Vs. 14-16) 
The light of the world—Salt is the pre- 
serving power of the kingdom, it is “of the 
earth,” is to go through the mass of man- 
kind. Light is the aggressive power of the 
kingdom, is “of the world.” It extends it- 
self in shining. Jesus Himself is the true 
light. His people take up His light and 
carry it on. They are luminaries lighted 
by Him. Light removes darkness as truth 
removes ignorance. Jesus does not say we 
carry the light, but we “are” the light. The 
truth prevails only when men are identified 
with it. When the disciples are identified 
with Christ, they are the light as they are 
Christians. Truth incarnated is the divine 
scheme of redemption. 

It is the essential nature of light to shine. 
It is not, except as it shines. A Christian 
is only as he shines. It is fundamental that 
the life of the Christian must shine in order 
to be, then the words of the Christian can 
profess in truth what he is by nature. 

It is false modesty to seek to hide the 
light. It results from one of two attitudes: 
(a) We fear persecution, hardship, or 
temptation; or, (b) We have natural self- 
consciousness and false modesty. Jesus 
would condemn ostentation and doing pious 
ceremonies simply to be seen of men. He 
is now condemning false modesty. The 
church suffers from lamps that are really 
lighted, but are under a bushel. 

II. THE CHRISTIAN COMMISSION. 
18-20) 

Authority—In accordance with the prom- 
ise made to the Eleven on the way to Geth- 
semane, and to the woman at the tomb, 
Jesus appears to the disciples on some un- 
known mountain in Galilee. It may be the 


(Vs. 
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meeting with over five hundred brethren (1 
Cor. 15:6), for, as the meeting was an- 
nounced, it would be difficult to keep people 
away, and Jerusalem, with its one hundred 
and twenty disciples, could not assemble five 
hundred. 

Now Jesus, who had recently been cruci- 
fied for claiming to be king, boldly lays 
claim to all authority in heaven and earth. 
By this authority, he lays claim to the right 
to command and the power to execute. 

The commission—On the basis of this 
authority, he commands and the whole com- 
mission breathes power and authority. “Go,” 
is His command. If they expect seats of 
honor in the new kingdom, they must go on 
a campaign, for His kingdom, bring in the 
hearts of men, must be won. 

Knowledge and light and truth are neces- 
sary for the building up of the kingdom and 
they must go to carry these essentials to 
the hearts of men. 

They were to make disciples for Jesus, 
who would learn of Him who has all author- 
ity and believe His teachings and obey His 
commands. Baptism was to be administer- 
ed to those who were discipled. It is a 
physical act with a spiritual meaning. It 
means that those who are baptized have 
been convinced of sin, have repented of sin, 
and confessed Jesus as a personal Savior in 
salvation from sinning. 

While the three persons of the Trinity 
are mentioned in the baptism, those who 
are baptized are baptized into one “Name.” 
Name, in Hebrew, stands for character, rep- 
resentative of God, and baptism stands for 
character and inducts us into the family of 
God, sometimes called the kingdom of God, 
wherein we put on the family name “Chris- 
tian.” We enter into a new covenant and 
we put on Christ. 


To the simple teachings of the first prin- 
ciples of Christianity, must be added the 
richer doctrine, ethical principles, and spir- 
itual teachings for a growing, progressive, 
never-ending life. The Holy Spirit will 
bring all these things to our remembrance 
from time to time to remind us of our ob- 
ligations, our duties, and responsibilities. 
They are not simply to teach them what He 
has said, but to observe what He has com- 
manded. There must be pastoral as well 
as evangelistic work. 

The promise—He who laid hold upon all 
nations laid hold of all time. He gives His 
messengers a tremendous task. They can 
do it only with His help through all coming 
time, as God indicates His eternity by call- 
ing Himself “I am,” so Christ says “I am” 
“with you.” The disciples are to undertake 
for Him and He will be with them “alway” 
to the end of the age. 





THIRTY-DAY DRIVE FOR TEACHER 
TRAINING 

The Evangelical Denominations of the 
United States and Canada have arranged 
for a Simultaneous Drive, beginning about 
the fifteenth of September and lasting for 
thirty days, to establish Teacher-Training 
classes in the Sunday-schools of North 
America as a permanent and normal part 
of the school’s work. 

The day when any person can be a Sun- 
day-school teacher, when anything goes ag 
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teaching in a Sunday-school, when anything, 
so long as it is religious, will do for a Sun- 
day-school lesson, is past and gone forever. 
All denominations are convinced that the 
work of the Sunday-school should be on a 
high educational basis, and be true to the 
best educational principles. As a first step 
in this program of progress it is necessary 
to have trained teachers who will under- 
stand three things; the pupils to be taught, 
the principles of teaching, and the material 
for teaching. For this reason the denomi- 
nations are working together for the promo- 
tion of teacher-training as part of the Sun- 
day-school program. 

Some Sunday early in September will be 
known as “Teacher-Training Sunday” and 
will mark the beginning of the drive. This 
Sunday varies according to denominational 
plans and local conveniences, but it will be 
about September 15 everywhere. 

All the Sunday-school agencies are behind 
this drive. The Sunday-School Council of 
Evangelical Denominations is directing it. 
The International Sunday-School Associa- 
tion has approved it. The State Sunday- 
School Associations are cooperating in it, 
and the Church Boards of Sunday-schools 
are definitely committed to it and are pro- 
moting it. Its success therefore seems cer- 
tain. 


Prompt and intelligent action on the part 
of local Sunday-schools is now the essential 
feature. Word of this drive and denomina- 
tional plans for promoting it have probably 
been passed down from the Sunday-school 
headquarters to all Sunday-school super- 
intendents, but if any superintendent has 
not received full instructions he should at 
once communicate with his Sunday-school 
board, so that his school may be definitely 
and actively in this effort for better Sun- 
day-school work through better Sunday- 
school teachers, 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND A PATRI- 
OTIC OPPORTUNITY 


BY WILLIAM T. ELLIS 


To “keep the home-fires burning;” to pre- 
vent a slump in national idealism; to main- 
tain patriotism on the highest levels; to 
save America to essential religion; to help 
Christians to be big and brave enough for 
any changes in conventional religious forms 
that the war may bring to pass; and to 
preserve the soul of the nation from becom- 
ing calloused or embittered or darkened or 
otherwise hurt by the war—this is the clear 
present task of the Christian Church and 
all her agencies. “New occasions teach new 
duties.” This grave hour of history seri- 
ously summons all leaders in religious 
thought and activity to great and unusual 
efforts. 

Some uncertain spirits may falter and 
ask whether the gospel has any word for 
this unprecedented day. Such know neither 
the times nor the gospel. The eternal con- 
temporaneousness of the message of Jesus 
was never more clearly manifest than now. 
The war itself has unleashed for all the 
nations, in newness and practicality, the 
principles and spirit of the Savior. Our 
present need is for alert interpreters of the 
gospel and of our times. The clamant 
query is not “What?” but “How?” Methods 
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of pressing home to the hearts of all the 
people—especially of those outside the nor- 
mal reach of the Church—the pertinency 
and power of the truth should engross us 
now. 

Even more pervasive than the outreach 
of the pulpit is the influence of the Sun- 
day-school. It goes to every village and 
crossroads of the nation. The Sunday- 
school lesson is possibly the most potent 
single educational or character-shaping in- 
fluence in the whole world to-day. Its mes- 
sage is multiplied ways and times without 
number; what the teacher reads is carried 
to classes and homes and into conversation, 
growing like a snowball as it goes. I won- 
der if even the Sunday-school workers have 
realized the full potency of the lesson? For 
these Scripture portions are all related to 
life. They are selected for their character- 
forming qualities. They contain the truth 
which, if pressed home with regularity and 
with interest, will keep the nation itself 
steady. 

There are surprising potentialities for 
patriotic and Christian propaganda in these 
lessons. Every qualified commentator and 
teacher will interpret them in the light of 
the world war and its implications. They 
offer a rare opportunity for presenting the 
reality and workability of the teachings of 
Jesus. As one who has been treating the 
Uniform International Sunday-school les- 
sons for daily newspaper readers, I can 
testify that I have found them aglow with 
messages for fortitude for our fighters, of 
comfort for their kindred, of illumination 
for patriotic service, of inspiration for new 
ministry to the world, and of vindication for 
the ideals of America and the Allies, as ex- 
pressed by that stalwart Sunday-school 
man, President Wilson. These lessons bring 
the eternal Word of God to bear on present 
perplexities which will never be satisfac- 
torily solved in any other manner. When 
the lessons are linked with life, the throb- 
bing, thrilling, tremendous life of the pres- 
ent crisis, they are as absorbing as dis- 
patches from the battlefront. By them, the 
purposes and principles of the people may 
be maintained at the lofty levels which the 
occasion requires. 

Patriotism summons editors and writers 
and teachers to utilize the Sunday-school 
lessons as a vehicle for conveying the high- 
est interpretation of our country’s cause. 
In times of great feeling, like the present, 
the public is most sensitive to spiritual ap- 
peals. Therefore, if the sincerely religious 
aspect of this war for righteousness is 
clearly and consistently presented to the 
people, their spirits will be strengthened 
and their resolution will be established. 
Patriotism is unshakable when founded up- 
on faith in God. Surely this is the hour 
wherein all the tides of national feeling 
may be purified and directed by religious 
conviction. Both state and church may 
greatly be served now, if Christian leaders 
are alert to the occasion. 

The present is an opportune time to press 
for the publication of a Sunday-school les- 
son in the secular newspapers. Hundreds 
of dailies run this as a weekly feature. It 
carries the truth to the eyes of the men 
and women who never see a church paper 
and never hear a sermon. Properly treated, 
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the newspaper Sunday-school lesson may be 
the best of preventives for the religious 
vagaries which for a time made headway 
in Great Britain, during the first years of 
the war. For the only lesson which a wise 
editor will print, as representative of the 
desires of his readers, is one that is sin- 
cerely evangelical, though entirely unde- 
nominational. It should also be popular 
and journalistic in style, and interesting to 
the average reader. In our new pursuit of 
a closer relationship between all of life and 
religion, Christians who feel their larger re- 
sponsibilities should seek to secure the pub- 
lication of a Sunday-school lesson, or kin- 
dred religious feature in every daily paper. 
There should be develped also writers with 
a gift for thus popularizing the great truths 
of Scripture. 


What our Lord sought in His benefici- 
aries should also be found in those Chris- 
tians with a public mind who seek to pro- 
mote the general cause of truth—the grace 
of saying, “Thank you.” When a daily 
newspaper publishes a lesson, or any other 
really helpful religious feature, the church 
folk should be at pains to express their 
appreciation. Incidentally, they will thus 
prove themselves an alert and present-day 
force. To help in any wise to publish the 
clear teachings of Christ upon the problems 
of the present time is to serve the state as 
well as the gospel. For the principles of 
patriotism are- established in the eternal 
verities of the Christian religion. 

That is the note which should be domi- 
nant during these heart-hungry days, in 
church press, Sunday-school publications, 
and wherever else the truth may be told. 
Religion and patriotism should be insep- 
arable. A reverent and teachable respect 
for the truths of religion can keep patriot- 
ism from deteriorating into mere blatant 
nationalism and militarism. So it becomes 
the task of all who write or speak in the 
name of the gospel to pour into the day’s 
spirit of patriotism the great impulses and 
inspirations and inhibitions of the Christian 
religion. Thus shall we not only help to 
win the war, but also we shall help the 
nation to win our own souls. 


Swarthmore, Pa. 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill, D. D. - 
Dayton, Ohio 


Secretary 





Bishop William Burt, Methodist, has been 
saying things to his own people which are 
equally applicable to other denominations. 
If we could, we would din the following in 
the ears of every member of our brother- 
hood. It is just such a clarion call as we 
need: 


The awful war madly begun and brutally 
prosecuted by the Central Powers means a 
destruction of men and means and equip- 
ment on a larger scale than the world has 
ever known before. All our efforts and 
consecration of men and money in order to 
crush militarism and bring in the reign of 
a just and permanent peace will but add 
to the terrible loss. 


We cannct think of leaving the world in 
ruins. To the Christian Church belongs the 
work of reconstruction, so that out of the 
old may come a new world brotherhood. 
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The task is gigantic, and the means must 
be adequate to the task. 

When shall we get ready to meet the 
great responsibility? It will be too late to 
wait until the war is over. We must pre- 
pare now. 





NOW WILL YOU LISTEN? 


You have had a long rest. For several 
weeks the Foreign Mission Secretary has 
not afflicted you with his department. He 
was resting, too, but he has really felt that 
he was losing something in not providing 
his weekly talk with HERALD readers. 
hope that many of the readers of this paper 
have had a summer rest, and that we are 
all now ready for work and to hear what 
is required of us. We judge from the ex- 
pressions we hear and read that the convic- 
tion is deepening in the minds of those 
who study the matter that the foreign mis- 
sionary work of the Church holds greater 
hope for the world in this prophetic hour 
than any other agency. If this is so, surely 
you will be glad to listen and get the bits 
of information which from time to time ap- 
pear in this department. So here goes. 





OVER THE TOP 


We are on the last lap of another mission- 
ary year, and are just going over the top 
if——. Perhaps we had better give you 
some figures first. Comparing the receipts 
of our treasury to the first of August last 
year and this year, we appear to be $1,365 
ahead in the home mission fund this year, 
$2,200 ahead in the foreign mission fund, 
and $1,562 ahead in the special funds. 
Money has been coming in well in August, 
and September is usually a good month. 

Now, we are going over the top, if August 
and September receipts are normally good. 
We will go over the top with a rush, if our 
friends will make a little effort; and then 
we can go up to Conneaut with a better 
balance sheet than we have had for years. 
Hur—! No, we can’t spend any energy in 
hurrahing just yet, but we will rejoice after 
we are safely over. 


A NEW MISSIONARY FORCE 

The Foreign Missionary Secretary had 
the pleasure of sitting with the Mission 
Board of the Southern Christian Convention 
at its session recently held in Suffolk, Va. 
That board is organized like our general 
Mission Board, and is now ready for busi- 
ness. Col. J. E. West, K. B. Johnson, J. 
M. Darden, H. W. Elder, and W. P. Law- 
rence are members of the Home Mission De- 
partment; C. H. Rowland, J. Lee Johnson, 
J. A. Williams, G. O. Lankford, and Mrs. 
W. A. Harper are members of the Foreign 
Mission Department. This is a strong board 
and will do valiant service in the -cause. 
Such a fine body of Christians, under the 
inspiration of the great missionary drive 
made by Dr. J. O. Atkinson, compose an- 
other of the cheering signs now above our 
denominational horizon. Dr. Atkinson’s 
work has secured almost, if not quite, $90,- 
000 for missions since September 1, of last 
year. 


“We cannot control the results of our life, 
but we can control our purposes, and that 
after all is what counts with God.” 


We. 
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Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 


PROGRAM OUTLINE FOR CHILDREN’S 
MISSIONARY MEETINGS 
1918—1919 


OCTOBER 
. Singing. 2. “Find.” 
- Devotional:—Hymn, “Jesus Bids Us Shine.” 
Scripture: Gen. 4:12; 1 Sam. 14: 11-12; Exodus 
8:1; Gen. 4:22; Gen. 10:9; Acts 10:43; Matt. 
4: 18-22; Col. 4:14; Acts 18:3; Acts 36-39; Acts 
16:14; Mark 6:8. Prayer. Singing. 
Reading: “A Secret Between Ourselves.” 
Lesson: “Jack of All Trades” (Chap. I). 
Offering and Business. 
Closing Hymn. 


com 


AO 
free 


NOVEMBER 
Singing. 2. “Find.” 
Devotional:—Hymn. Scripture: Eph. 6:20; Col. 
3:15; Ps. 103:2; Ps. 116:12. Prayer. Thanks- 
giving for definite blessings. Singing. 
Story: “The Pilgrims’ Thanksgiving.” 
Our Reasons for Thankfulness. 
Impersonations: Negative Thanksgivings, or, 
Dramatization: Four Thank-offerings. 
Thank-offerings. 
Business. 9. Closing Prayer and Hymn. 


DECEMBER 

Singing. 2. “Find.” 
Devotional:—Hymn. Scripture: John 2: 1-11; 
Luke 10: 38-42 ; John 12: 1-8; Luke 24: 18-17; 27- 
35. Hymn, “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of 
Life.” 
4. Lesson: ‘This Is the House That Jack Built” 

(Chap. 8, “Jack of All Trades’). 
5. Prayer. 6. Offering and Business. 
7. Closing Hymn. 
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JANUARY 

- Singing. 2. “Find.” 

. Devotional:—Hymn, “I think When I Read That 
Sweet Story of Old.” Scripture: James 2: 1-10. 
Prayer. Singing. 

4. Lesson: “Little Jack Horner” (Chap 8, “Jack of 

All Trades’’). 

Prayer. 6. Offering and Business. 

. Closing Hymn. 


FEBRUARY 
Singing. 2. “Find.” 
Devotional:—Hymn, “Jesus, Like a Shepherd, 
Lead Me.” Scripture, Ps. 23. Prayer. Singing. 
Lesson: “Jack and the Beanstalk” (Chap. 4, 
“Jack of All Trades’’). 
Prayer. 6. Offering and Business. 
Closing Hymn. 
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MARCH 


1. Singing. 2. “Find.” 

8. Devotional:—Singing, “America.” 
Samuel 17:2-5; 8, 9; 32-40; 
Hymn. 


Scripture: 1 
49, 50. Prayer. 


4. Lesson: “Jack the Giant Killer” (Chap. 5, “Jack 
of All Trades) .” 

5. Song: “Fight the Good Fight.” 

6. Prayer. 7. Offering and Business. 

8. Closing Hymn. 

APRIL 

1. Singing. 2. “Find.” 

3. Devotional:—Hymn, “I Think When I ‘Read That 
Sweet Story of Old.” Scripture, Matt. 18: 1-7, 10. 
Prayer. Singing. 

4. Lesson: “All Work and No Play Makes Jack a 
Dull Boy” (Chap. 6, “Jack of All Trades”). 

5. Singing, “Jesus Bids Us Shine.” 

6. Prayer. 7. Offering and Business, 

8. Closing Hymn. 

MAY 
JAPAN 
1. Singing. 2. “Find.” 
8. Devotional :--Hymn, “Jesus Loves Me.” Scripture, 


Isa. 35. Prayer, Especially for the Father’s 
blessing on pastors, Bible women, Sunday-school 
workers, and others in Japan. Hymn, “There 
Were Ninety and Nine.” 

4. Lesson, “Life of Pastor Muraoka, Yaita, Japan. 
His work with children and young people. 
(Christian Missionary). 

. Offering and Business. 

. Closing:—Hymn, “I Love to Tell the Story.” 
Prayer, That the story may reach round the 
world soon. 


an 


JUNE 


PORTO RICO 
Program in May Christian Missionary. 


JULY 

1. Singing. 2. “Find.” 

3. Devotional:—Hymn. Scripture, Matt. 25: 34-40. 
Prayer, “I'll Go Where You Want Me to Go.” 

’ Singing. 

4. Lesson: “Milk for Babies in China ;’”’ “More Bread 
for India” (Chaps. 10 and 11, “Stories of Broth- 
erhood”). 

5. Prayer, That we may receive Christ’s approval. 

6. Offering and Business. 

7. Closing Hymn. 
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AUGUST 

1. Singing. 2. “Find.” 

8. Devotional :—Hymn. Scripture, Acts 8: 26-88. 
Prayer. Singing, Raa _ a Old, Old Story. 

4. Reading, “Teach at nklinton.” 

5. Lewent “A Black Man Who Believed in His 
White Neighbors” (Chap. 18, “Stories of Broth- 
erhood’’). 

6. Prayer, That we may believe in the Black Man. 

7. Offering and Business. 

8. Closing Hymn, “America.” 

SEPTEMBER 
1. Singing. 2. “Find.” 
8. Devotional:—Hymn. Scripture, Ps. 121. Prayer. 


Singing, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 
4. tana “Immigrants Who Have Helped Amer- 
ica ;” “A Missionary Who Helped Different Na- 
tions to Be Friends” (Chaps. 12 and 14, 
“Stories of Brotherhood’). ‘ 
Prayer, That the nations may be friends. 
Singing, “Dare to Be a Daniel.” 
Offering and Business. 
Closing Hymn. 


PAH 


NOTES 

These programs are based on “Jack of All Trades,” 
and “Stories of Brotherhood” for Juniors. Intermedi- 
ates and Young People’s Societies will want to sub- 
stitute “Making Life Count,” “Men and Things,” or 
“Comrades in Service.” 

“Jack o’ Lantern,” is a book of personations, 
dialogues, etc., to be used with “Jack of All Trades,’ 
for entertainment, by chapters or as a whole. It is 
published by Woman’s Home Missionary Society, 150 
Fifth Ave., New York City (10 cents). 

“Find,” is intended to keep us in touch with our 
own:current work. If the questions are too hard 
for Juniors, they can be simplified. 
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EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A. - 
Previdence, R. L 


TO THE FORE 


Move to the fore, 
Men whom God hath made fit for the fray; 
Not yours to shrink, as the feeble ones may; 
Not yours to parley and quibble and shirk, 
Ill for the world if ye do not God’s work, 
Move to the fore. 


Move to the fore; 
Say not another is fitter than thou, 
Shame to the manhood that sits on thy 
! 





Seceretury 





row: 
Own thyself equal to all that man may, 
Cease thine evading; God needs thee to-day! 
Move to the fore. 


Move to the fore; Ma 
God Himself waits, and must wait, till thou 
come, ; 
Men are God’s prophets, though ages lie 
dumb, ‘ 
Halts the Christ-kingdom with conquest so 
near? 
Thou art the cause, then, thou man at the 
rear! 
Move to the fore. 
—James Buckham. 





LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH 


Leadership is an obligation to service. 
Otherwise regarded, it becomes a usurpa- 
tion, whether in state or church. And in 
the church it is a usurpation which tends 
speedily to the corruption of office. “A 
leader is merely the foremost companion.” 
He is a companion in suffering, self-sacri- 
fice, and service. “I am in the midst of 
you as he that serveth,” is the truest word 
the preacher can utter. A better trained 
ministry is essentially a ministry trained 
for service. 

I think of David Livingstone going down 
to Africa. He was as poor as Peter and 
John at the gate of the temple in Jerusalem, 
and they were all but as poor as the beggar 
who sought their aid. “Silver and gold 
have I none,” said Peter; “but what I have, 
that give I thee. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, walk.” A penniless 
apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ conferred 
on the beggar a greater benefit than could 
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have been bought for all the gold in the 
emperor’s treasury in Rome, had it been 
poured at his feet. Governments have gone 
down to Africa, and diplomats, and soldiers, 
and travelers, and traders, and scientists, 
and hunters, and explorers; but a penniless 
missionary of a redeeming and revolution- 
izing gospel has conferred on that benighted 
land a greater benefit than, single-handed, 
has been brought there or shall be brought 
there as its dark and troubled centuries go 
by. That is the kind of a better trained 
ministry that is wanted all around the 
world. It is wanted in the rural places of 
this and of every land where there may be 
an Epworth or a Kidderminster, with a 
Wesley to come out of the one and a Baxter 
to make a world parish of the other. It 
is wanted in the tumultuous and thronging 
ways of vast and growing cities, where 
there are jewels to be gathered out of the 
human rubbish for the Master’s crown. It 
is wanted along the battle line in great mis- 
sion fields, where the conquest of the world 
for Christ is pressed victoriously against 
the foe intrenched behind the habits and 
sins and superstitions of unrecorded thou- 
sands of years.—Educational Quarterly, 
Methodist Church South. 


NORTH AMERICAN STUDENTS MOBI- 
LIZING FOR CHRISTIAN WORLD 
DEMOCRACY 

The Student Friendship War Fund is the 
largest contribution of money ever made by 
students and faculties of the United States 
for any cause. The original goal of one 
million dollars for the relief of prisoners of 
war, for the men in the armies and for 
women in war zones served by the two 
Christian Associations was largely over- 
subscribed. Such a sacrificial offering in 
which students of the entire nation shared 
afforded the opportunity for fellowship with 
those to whom the war has brought suffer- 
ering and disaster. It created a new con- 
sciousness of the needs of the world. 

At the Student Volunteer Conference at 
East Northfield, January 3 to 6, the stu- 
dents, professors, and leaders of the 
Church present faced with courage and 
faith their responsibility. They were led to 
a united conviction that the program of 
Jesus Christ effers the only real hope in 
the present world catastrophe and the only 
solution of all international problems. 

They also faced the immediate situation 
which confronts the Church in its program 
for the interpretation of Christianity to 
non-Christian countries. This involves re- 
cruiting an even larger number of well- 
qualified Christian students, and this im- 
mediate call for workers for those parts 
of the world where the Church is already 
undertaking the reconstruction of national 
ideals is only a prophecy of what the de- 
mand for leaders will be all over the world 
when peace is declared. 

In view of this united conviction, the fol- 
lowing program was accepted: 

1. Two hundred thousand students en- 
listed in study and discussion of Christian 


principles based on: 
(a) The. life and teaching of Jesus 


ist. s 
(b) The need of these principles in the 
world to-day. 
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(c) The need of these principles in the 
inter-racial and social life of North Amer- 
ica, 

2. A call to decision for Christ and His 
service at whatever cost—on the campus, 
in the nation, in the world. 

8. An adequate number of qualified men 
and women enlisted for foreign missionary 
program of the Church. 

4. One half-million dollars for the foreign 
missionary program of the Church, and 
such funds as may be necessary to meet 
the need arising from the war situation in 
1918-1919. 





How Is This Principle to be Realized? 


1. Two hundred thousand students en- 
listed in study and discussion of Christian 
principles. 

To reach such a high goal a study group 
must be made accessible to every student on 
the campus. This means at least four times 
as many students in these groups as last 
year. There is no intention of interfering 
with study plans already made or of ex- 
cluding the use of other courses that may 
seem to be better adapted to local needs. 

The program will fail in its fundamental 
objective if every group organized is not 
under the guidance of a competent leader. 
Immediate plans should be initiated, there- 
fore, to give adequate training for group 
leadership to a larger number of mature 
students and professors. 

The following subjects are recommended: 

a. The Life and Teaching of Jesus Christ: 

Suggested Courses: 
“Studies About Christ” (25 cents.) 
E. I. Bosworth. 

A consideration of Jesus’ revolution- 
ary standards for the New Age. 
“The Jesus of History” ($1.00). T. 

R. Glover. (Special leaders’ 
helps). A remarkably fresh pic- 
ture of Jesus against the back- 
ground of His actual life condi- 
tions, suggesting inescapable mod- 
ern implications. 

We are living in a day when the founda- 
tions we supposed to be secure are shown 
to be no foundations at all. “How and af- 
ter what pattern are we going to rebuild 
our ruined house? Shall we drift back to 
the old round of national self-interest, 
crooked diplomacy, real politik with its gos- 
pel of blood and iron, of the exploitation of 
the weak by the strong, and let it all run 
its devious and dubious course to another 
inferno, perhaps deeper and more fiery than 
this in which we are caught to-day?” 

There is but one hope. That is in a fresh 
understanding of Christ’s teachings and 
their expression in all of life. 

b. The Need of These Principles in the 

World To-day. 

Suggested Courses: 

“The World Task of the Church in 
War Time.” J. L. Murray. (In 
preparation) 

“The Faiths of Mankind” (60 cents). 
E. D. Soper. (A comparative study 
of what the non-Christian faiths 
offer for a solution of the problems 
of the modern world.) 

If we are to face the world task which 
ckearly and unmistakably confronts us, we 
must have adequate knowledge of the situa- 
tion as it now exists. From these study 
groups should go out thousands of students 
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who, with a new intelligence, a new vigor, 
and a new zeal, will give themselves for the 
evangelization of the whole world in our 
time. Before the entire world can be safe 
for democracy not only the nations in this 
vast conflict, but all the nations of the world 
must accept the principles of Christ as 
guiding principles. 

The preparedness for which I plead is 
the preparedness of the American mind, the 
preparedness of the. American conscience, 
the preparedness of the American will. A 
internationalized world must first exist in 
the thought of the world’s thinkers, and in 
the minds, hearts, and consciousness of the 
teachers and students in the schools and col- 
leges and universities of the civilized world. 

MacD 


c. The Need for These Principles in the 
Inter-racial and Social Life of North 
America To-day. 

Suggested Courses: 
“The Social Principles of Jesus” (60 
cents.) Walter Rauschenbusch. 


Primarily a Bible course which gives major 
attention to the relation of Jesus’ principles 
to modern social problems. 


“Christianizing Community Life” (60 
cents.) H. F. Ward-R. H. Ed- 


wards. 

Forms the basis for a study to transform the 
‘unchristian conditions of the student’s en- 
vironment. 

(50 


“Negro Life in the South” 
cents.) W. D. Weatherford. 
Discusses with fearlessness Christian prin- 

ciples of race relationships. 

We cannot carry Christian democracy to 
the ends of the earth unless we have work- 
ed it out in our own social and national 
life. If our own nation is to be safe, we 
must banish the undemocratic spirit and the 
spirit of war that pervades so much of the 
relationship between classes and races. 

2. A call for decision for Christ and His 
service at whatever cosi—on the campus, 
in the nation, in the world. 

a. Through personal work. 

b. Through the emphasis in the study 
group. 

Through special campaigns. 

Through concentrated effort on spe- 
cial occasions, i. e., Holy Week, or the 
Universal Day of Prayer for stu- 
dents. 

Study, like that suggested above, is not an 
end in itself. In so far as it is sincere and 
earnest, it must result in dedication of life. 
In just what ways the members of the 
groups shall be led to decision, no general 
program can specify. The main thing is 
that no stitdent can fail to take sides when 
so much is at stake. “He that is not with 
us is against us.” 

This will also mean that the student who 
has accepted Christ will do his “utmost by 
prayer, investigation, meditation, and serv- 
ice to discover that form and place of life- 
work” in which his life can be most effec- 
tively used for the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God. 

8. An adequate number of qualified men 
and women for the foreign missionary pro- 
gram of the church.* 

The needs of the world must be laid be- 
fore students so that it is possible for them 
~*A committee representing the Student Christian 
Movements has been appointed to confer with the 

: mission boards of 


responsible leaders of the foreign 
the different churches. 
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to hear the call of God to foreign mission- 
ary service. 

This can best be done: 

a. Through groups for study and prayer. 

b. Through personal work. 

ec. Through visits of outside speakers. 

“The characteristic demand of Christian- 
ity is for a new world,” says a contempo- 
rary seer. This new world is needed all 
around us, but most of all in those regions 
where “good news” of the love and brother- 
hood of Christ has not yet been known. De- 
mocracy is safe for the world only when 
pervaded by such a spirit. We realize now 
that no such good can come to the world 
without individual men and women dedi- 
cating their lives to this task. The present 
generation of North American students 
must grapple with this world-wide task. 
No time can be lost. The opportunity is 
now. 


“While vast continents are shrouded in 
almost utter darkness, and hundreds of mil- 
lions suffer the horrors of heathenism, and 
of Islam, the burden of proof rests on you 
to show that the circumstances in which 
God has placed you were meant by God to 
keep you out of the foreign field.”—Keith- 
Falconer. 

4. Half a million dollars for the foreign 
missionary program of the Church and 
such funds as may be necessary to meet the 
need arising from the war situation in 
1918-1919. 

This would include the support of work 
already being carried forward by the dif- 
ferent foreign missionary agencies, and also 
the possible enlargement of present mission- 
ery undertakings and the summoning of 
more colleges to sacrificial participation. 

Every plan for missionary giving now un- 
dertaken should be completed before the 
end of this college year. 


This financial campaign suggested above 
will not be launched until the next college 
year. It is none too early, however, for 
the student leaders to begin to prepare for 
it. It will be one expression of that self- 
giving spirit which must be the result of all 
study and discussions. 





This program was presented by the Stu- 
dent Christian Movement and has been con- 
sidered and endorsed by the following 
bodies: The Foreign Missions Conference 
of North America; The Council of Church 
Boards of Education; The Association of 
American Colleges; The Association of 
Church Workers in State Universities; The 
Conference of Church and _ Association 
Workers in State Universities called togeth- 
er by the Committee of Reference of the 
“Cleveland Conference.” 





COLLEGE STUDENTS’ ARMY 
TRAINING CORPS 


Young men are wondering how the change 
in the draft ages will affect the plan for 
the Students’ Army Training Corps. We 
are pleased to announce that in view of the 
proposed change the plan is more important 
than ever. 

The War Department needs trained men 
for officers and for special work, and intends 
to get the men ready for such service by 
permitting them to attend the colleges. They 
even intimate that they may send men to the 
colleges and schools later. At any rate if 
you wish to be worth as much as possible to 
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your country when inducted into the active 
service you should enter college this Septem- 
ber and become a member of the S. A, T. C, 


Read the enclosed copy of a letter recent- 
ly received. It will show you how greatly 
interested in this matter the War Depart- 
ment has become. 


Remember that enlistments are no longer 
permitted and that perhaps the quickest way 
to enter the service is by voluntary induc- 
tion into the S. A. T. C. 


Defiance College offers splendid advan- 
tages in connection with this plan. Our 
new Science Building and equipment give 
us opportunity to furnish strong courses in 
the sciences needed by the men who are 
traininy for special work. Our dormitory 
and gymnasium facilities are especially well 
adapted to the needs of the military work. 
You can secure practically any college 
course in which you are interested. Rates 
are low. If you have not already done so, 
write us at once for particulars. 

Decide at once, for September 16th, the 
time of the opening of school, is fast ap- 
proaching. 

Trusting that we may hear from you very 
soon, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 
A. G. CaARIS, President. 





Copy of Letter Received by Defiance College 


General Peyton C. March, Chief of Staff, 
to-day approved, by order of the Secretary 
of War, a plan for the organization of a 
Student Army Training Corps in the educa- 
tional institutions of the country to train 
men as officers and technical experts in the 
army. The plan for the Student Army 
Training Corps, as altered to conform to the 
plans of the War Department for lowering 
the draft age, will utilize the plant, equip- 
ment, and organization of the colleges to 
maintain a reservoir of officer material for 
training, from which it will be possible to 
meet the enlarged needs of the various 
branches of the service. 


The length of time during which men will 
be trained in the colleges will depend upon 
the needs of the service. As fast as one 
group of trained men is drawn from the 
colleges into the service their places will be 
taken by a new quota obtained by voluntary 
induction or through the draft. In this 
way the educational facilities of the coun- 
try will be used to maintain a constant 
supply of men who are trained to meet the 
needs of the army. 


Under the regulations provided for the 
Student Army Training Corps selected 
young men who are physically fit for mili- 
tary service, who are 18 years of age or 
over, and who have had a grammar school 
education may be voluntarily inducted into 
the army and enter upon a course of special 
training. Those who have had a grammar 
school education, but no more, will ordinarily 
enter Special Training Detachments to be 
trained along mechanical lines of military 
value. These Detachments will become a 
part of the Student Army Training Corps 
and young men who prove in the course of 
their mechanical training that they are offi- 
cer material may be transferred to a unit 
in one of the colleges to be prepared to en- 
ter a Central Officers’ Training Camp. 

Young men who have had at least a high 
school education will be allowed to enter the 
colleges for more advanced training as of- 
ficers and as technical experts of various 
kinds, according to their experience and 
abilities. Those men who show promise un- 
der this training will be kept in college unti 

ualified to enter Central Officers’ Training 
amps or to go directly into the service as 
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technical experts. Those who do not will be 
sent either to Non-commissioned Officers’ 
Schools or to the nearest Depot Brigade or, 
in case they show special technical or me- 
chanical ability, to the detachments where 
men are trained for such work. 

Arrangements will be made for transfer- 
ring from the Depot Brigades to units of 
the Student Army Training Corps men 
whose ratings in the ¢antonments indicate 
them to be officer material but not yet ready 
to enter Central Officers’ Training Camps. 
Every effort will be made to give every 
young man who enters the service under 
this plan opportunity for the training best 
suited to his natural ability and preferences 
in order to enable him to serve the country 
in the most efficient way. 

RALPH BARTON PERRY, 
Executive Secretary, Committee on 
Education and Special Training. 


Washington, D. C., August 20, 1918. 


NO SUNDAY BASEBALL 


The following article, appearing recent- 
ly in the Putnam County (Ohio) Vidette, 
published at Columbus Grove, is sent us by 
Bro. C. E. Strawbridge, of Lima, who says: 
“T believe in this day and age when the sec- 
ular press is wielding mighty little influence 
for moral uplift, with their big stories of 
prize fights, baseball games, auto races, etc., 
on the Sabbath, and especially in their Sun- 
day editions, that any editor who takes the 
stand taken by the editor of the Vidette is 
entitled to a word of praise from the relig- 
ious press. So you will please print the en- 
closed verbatim, as I believe we have but 
few editors who have the nerve or the prin- 
ciple manifested by this act on the part of 
the Vidette’s editor with whom I am not 
acquainted: 


NO SUNDAY BASEBALL 


Last week we had a request from a party 
in Lima to publish a challenge to play a 
Sunday game of baseball in Columbus 
Grove. We got reticent and couldn’t speak. 
But now our tongue has gotten loose from 
the roof of our mouth and we feel like say- 
ing something, yet with due respect to the 
Lima boys. 

When this paper aids the desecration of 
the Sabbath by publishing any Sunday base- 
ball games, or the like, it will be when the 
Vidette is run by some other fellow. When 
our churches are struggling to bring the 
people to a higher realization of the mean- 
ing of a Christian life, when the world’s 
greatest war is on and victory will come on- 
ly to that side crystallized on the plainest 
proposition that God is ruling in this con- 
flict, and every force should be exerted to 
combat every act that will turn aside the 
hearts of our community from the sacred- 
ness of God’s day of worship. Sunday is 
not the time for baseball, when worship is 
going on in the churches. We are in sad- 
ness. The United States, as the signs of 


the times show, is the called nation to stand - 


at the head of the allied forces to win the 
war, and overthrow the poisoned religion of 
the house of Hohenzollern, and make the 
world free and bring righteousness to hu- 
manity. Young society should remember 
the millions of our young men who are now 
at the cannon’s mouth, as defenders of our 
homes and rights. It would be a travesty 
on the sacred meaning of all this to engage 
in sports on the Sabbath. Rather let us 
listen to the Angelus and give prayerful 
thought for our allied soldier boys across 
the sea. Every family in Columbus Grove 
should be in the Sunday-school and church 
service next Sunday and listen to the call to 
lead a righteous life. God will bless every 
home for that service. Pray for the soldiers 
but do not play for the devil. These are 
our sentiments briefly expressed. 


| 
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TIME TO HALT, PEOPLE 


In one of the biggest and most influential 
churches of the Christian denomination 
there has happened within the course of the 
past year an event which I am sure has 
been oft repeated in some other of our 
churches. This event was not the working 
of the power of God. I do not think, either, 
was it anything that would call for the 
admiration of even worldly men, for there 
are some of them that demand justice. 

The event was one which was typified 
by the band who wanted to turn aside the 
Savior’s course of teaching the truth. The 
event was the control and putting through 
of a plan by a portion of the congregation, 
part of which did not like to hear the gospel 
and stayed away from services, in spite of 
the fact that many faithful members were 
in favor of the present pastor. 

All through our denomination we find 
just such railroad business. We find men 
using their way instead of praying, if it 
took all night or even a week or a month 
to decide whether or not the Master would 
have the pastor to remain with such church. 

Brethren, this is a grave mistake and I 
am sure God is displeased with such doings 
and will at some time ask why they were 
done and why He wasn’t permitted to con- 
duct the whole affairs of the church as He 
demands. 


I believe that if we would eliminate the 
plan of calling a pastor once each year and 
call one as pastor to be minister until one 
of the two desire a change, because prayer 
was in behalf of it by the church and pastor 
and they saw that a change was sanctioned 
by Christ. 


How God’s compassionate heart is touch- 
ed with such doings upon the part of church 
members! ‘ 

Then we must all realize that the pastor 
and a great many of his loyal flock, loyal 
to him because he is loyal to Christ, are 
deeply touched and burdened by such an 
event. Then the pastor has undoubtedly 
been hindered in his pastorate work 
throughout by such people not working in 
harmony with Christ. 

The Christian denomination, as I see it, 
must wake up on this point, otherwise some 
of its members might tire of such actions 
and go to a church in which there is no 
such event permitted, because vested in just 
a few of the congregation, or at least in 
that active or inactive number which is 
less than the active majority. 

SKAGS. 


WESTERN NEW YORK LETTER 


I, as conference correspondent, hoped to 
have a word from more of the churches 
before this date, but some are very slow in 
responding, so will give the words of those 
who have so cheerfully complied. Rev. 
John M. Williams, the new pastor of the 
Morganville church, is doing good work, 
having put in motion a mid-week prayer- 


* meeting, which we believe will add much to 


the spiritual growth of the church. He is 
a young man and is wise in grasping the 
opportunities of advancement by attending 
the “Seaside Chautauqua.” His words of 
commendation are worthy of print. He 
says: “The lectures, addresses, and ser- 
mons were of a high order and capably de- 
livered. The fine fellowship was very up- 
lifting. This grand work does not receive 
deserved attention from our brotherhood. 
We must become acquainted with this won- 
derful work, if we would appreciate its 
worth, recognize its merit, or in any way 
share its rewards. Our people will be re- 
paid if they investigate, and if they in- 
vestigate they will become imbued with its 
spirit.” 

Rev. E. F. Fancher, of Albion, N. Y., 
supplied two Sundays for Brother Williams, 
and of course we know the people of Mor- 
ganville were richly blessed, as Brother 
Fancher always has something, not only up 
his sleeve, but on his mind. 


The Machias church have _— begun to 
appreciate their pastor and learn to work 
with him when he feels called to a larger 
field in the west (Kansas). We are very 
sorry for this church, as they were several 
months without a pastor last year, but we 
hope they will still hold on with faith, as 
they are a loyal people and willing to do 
the right thing by their pastor. Their 
prayer-meetings are well attended, and they 
have new song-books which, of course, 
shows that they are aware that music is a 
large part of worship. 

The Orangeport church has some few 
things to be proud of. All through the hot 
weather the services have been splendid, no 
slacking up of any kind. Sunday-school, 
Christian Endeavor, Prayer-meetings, and 
church services, all on the move. Two 
weeks ago we had thirty at mid-week serv- 
ice, and last week forty-eight, and right in 
the busy season for farmers. It has not 
been below fifteen all summer. 

We are planning financial repairs, too. A 
new $200 heater is on the ground (even 
though we may not be able to coal it in the 
winter). New shed roofs are_ being 
planned, session room windows releaded, and 
other repairs made as needed. 

The spiritual atmosphere of the church 
is splendid and it is a real joy to labor with 
such people. They all pull the same way. 

J. ELLIOT EPRIGHT, Conf. Cor. 

Gasport, N. Y., August 21, 1918. 


DIRECT NEWS FROM BELGIUM 


BY HENRI ANET, 


Delegate of the Franco-Belgian Committee 
of Evangelization 


To receive direct news from Brussels in 
less than four weeks is quite a record in 
this time of war! The letter is written by 
the treasurer of the Belgian Missionary 
Church. Everywhere in the occupied part 
of Belgium, he says the work of the 
churches is going on most satisfactorily. At 
Liege, the young people are visiting the 
prisoners and wounded and distributing 
New Testaments among them. In the 
neighboring industrial district, as well as 
in the surroundings of Charleroi and Mons, 
the churches are helping the fear-stricken 
Belgians by their medical missions, their 
lectures to keep up the morale of the unem- 
ployed, and the preaching of the gospel, 
“which alone can save these poor people 
from hatred and despair.” 


The generosity of the impoverished con- 
gregations has been marvelous. During the 
financial year ending March 31, 1918, the 
Belgian churches contributed about fifty per 
cent. of what they used to give in times of 
peace. They even increased their gift by 
twelve per cent. over the previous year. 
Besides they gave $4,000 for their chari- 
table institutions, orphanage, pensions for 
old folks, medical missions, etc. 


In spite of the aid received from abroad, 
the financial year ended with a deficit of 
$12,200. Little money was received from 
Great Britain, a good deal from Holland, 
and the splendid sum of more than $10,000 
from Switzerland, which is suffering so 
dreadfully from the war. Prosperous 
America did not on as much as the small 
republic surrounded by the war. 

Is not this a challenge to the Protestants 
of America? What would be for them the 
small budget of $40,000—the total for all 
the Belgian mission stations? With that 
small expenditure they are doing a most ef- 
ficient work of material and spiritual relief 
in more than seventy stations and out- 
stations. Recently the Executive Commit- 
tee at Brussels decided to increase the sal- 
ary of the pastors ($400 to $600 a year) 
by the magnificent amount of eighty per 
cent. With the awful cost of living, that 
increase is simply pitiful; and yet the com- 
mittee is burdened by it with a new deficit 
of $2,800. 

Who will answer that appeal, as well as 
the one coming this month from Paris: 
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“We are living in very anxious days 
The ruins are being heaped on our a 
and heroic France; it is awful, it is heart- 
rending! We shall resist to the last, but 
there are limits to the possibilities of even 
the greatest endurance and of the highest 
heroism, as well as limits to the largest 
generosity of our own people, when ruin is 
over them.....In spite of all, we are full of 
confidence. We know that after the night 
shall come the dawn; but the “valley of the 
shadow of death” is long, and we must be 
ready for more cruel times and more awful 
sufferings. With the help of our American 
friends we shall win, but at the cost of how 


much more blood and how many more 
ruins?” 





LIFE’S TROUBLES 
BY ROBERT H. WASHBURNE 


We look back o’er a life full of trouble, 
Troubles real and troubles in name, 

But the very worst of our troubles 
Are the troubles that never came. 


Tis a joy to anticipate trouble, 
To know that it lies just ahead, 
And when you catch up find it double, 
And honestly wish you were dead. 


Looking back o’er a life full of trouble, 
Then ahead for troubles to come, 

You see but life’s stones and its stubble 
Surrounded by trouble you are dumb. 


Then forget the time past full of trouble 
That trouble has all passed away, 

Nor worry about future trouble, 
Just give heed to your trouble to-day. 


Winooski, Vt. 





OTSEGO QUARTERLY CONFERENCE 


The Otsego Christian Quarterly Confer- 
ence held its August session at Portland- 
ville, N. Y. The entertaining pastor, Rev. 
J. A. Foss, and the Friends of the Portland- 
ville Christian church showed us every 
possible kindness. The number in attend- 
ance was not large, it being the farmers’ 
busy season. There were present Brothers 
Fenton, Loucks, Francis Dightman, and 
Sister Georgia Wheaton, of our preachers. 
The fellowship was of a high loving order. 
All seemed to be of one mind and heart in 
the work of the Lord. As an evidence of 
this feature, we noted how the sermons run 
in the same line of thought, although ex- 
pressed very differently. Brother Loucks 
spoke of the blessings emanating forth from 
the Holy of Holies for Christian living. 

Brother Francis spoke of the overflowing 
and multiplying power of the “Right Hand 
of God” in human lives. 

Brother Fenton spoke of the Friendship 
of Christ and how great were its benefits 
to His people. 

Sister Wheaton spoke on the heart of 
missions operating in all the details of 
Christian service. 

But this uniformity was not only mani- 
fested in words, but also in finance, where 
each bore a faithful part. 

The benevolent moneys raised and appro- 
priated were: 

To the Forward Movement Fund... .$25.00 
To the Building Fund for Church in 

BONG NOG b codaatas nuns ducovane< 15.50 
To aid the N. Y. Eastern Conf..... 10.00 
For the Woman’s Missionary Board. 5.00 
For Eigit: MIS soc on os de ccna ee 1 





Total benevolent money appropriated..$65.50 


This money, of course, came from people 
who already bear the burden of many be- 
nevolences in their own churches. 

CORRESPONDENT. 


There was never a day that did not 
bring its own opportunity for doing good 
that never could have been done before, 
and never can be again—W. H. Burleigh. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


The annual conference season is ap- 
proaching and plans for helpful gatherings 
are being made. It is to be hoped that 
much thought and prayer may be given to 
the opportunity and work of our Forward 
Movement. May our churches plan to be 
well represented at these various sessions, 
at the most of which we expect Rev. E. K. 
McCord, on furlough from Japan, will be 
present. As near as we are able to ascer- 
tain now, the dates and place of meeting 
are as follows: York and Cumberland Con- 
ference, Freedom, N. H., Sept. 13-15; R. I. 
and Mass. Conference, Pottersville, Mass., 
Sept. 24, 25; Merrimac Conference, Laconia, 
N. H., Sept. 25, 26; Rockingham Confer- 
ence, East Lynn, Mass., Oct. 1, 2; Maine 
Conference, Bangor, Maine, Oct. 8, 9. 





Woodstock, Vermont—Many of our 
churches may find it well, for the sake of 
cooperation and economy in these days, to 
follow the example of our Woodstock church, 
which is seeking to show a practical side 
to Christianity, as the following report from 
the Vermont Standard will indicate: 


One of the pleasant signs of the times growing 
out of the war are the steps being taken in different 
parts of the country in the interests of economy and 
harmony among the churches. Woodstock is keeping 
step with its neighbors in this respect. The raising 
of our Service Flag was quite an event, one that 
evoked enthusiasm not only from our own village peo- 
ple, but from the entire countryside as well as the 
guests at the Inn who joined heartily with us on that 
occasion. 

A community religious service on Sunday evening, 
July 28th, in which four of our six churches par- 
ticipated was another event which distinctly marked 
progress both in community feeling and in breadth 
of religious views, recognizing as it did that those 
things which separated us were infinitesimal, while 
those which made us one were all-important. 

This spirit has been carried one step further in 
the action recently taken by the people of the Con- 
gregational and the Christian churches in arranging 
to unite for the coming winter. 

It is a well-known fact that Rev. Mr. Barstow, of 
the Congregatioal church, has joined the army as 
chaplain for the period of the war. This, together 
with the scarcity of fuel and a desire for further 
Christian fellowship, have made the way clear for the 
action taken, viz.: that beginning October first and 
for a period of seven months thereafter these two 
churches will worship together in the Congregational 
church. Rev. Alva H. Morrill, D. D., of the Christian 
church, is to be the acting pastor of the united con- 
gregations. 

The threefold purpose of economy, utility, and 
good fellowship will all be served by this action, and 
the churches as well as the village of Woodstock are 
thereby kept in strict accord with the President’s 
recommendation for the conservation of force and 
unity of spirit to help in winning the war. 

ENGLISH. 


ILLINOIS 


Olney, Aug. 24—The church at Louisville 
had a successful closing with Pastor Early. 
He was paid up in full, with money left in 
the treasury. Church goes into conference 
with clean balance sheet. This makes a 
fine opening for the incoming pastor. Bro. 
Ellis will find a warm welcome. Rev. C. J. 
Gasdorf, of Cincinnati, Third and Kilgour 
Streets, desires a work with our people. He 
is quite able and will do good work. Give 
him a call.—A. H. B. 


MISSOURI 


Chula, Aug. 28—The Chula (Mo.) News, 
in reporting local events, says: 


The union meeting opened last Sunday morning 
with a good attendance. Evangelist Cooper proved in 
his first sermon that he is a “live wire,” full of the 
gospel; a man consecrated to religious work, able to 
stir the hearts and minds of thinking people. Sun- 
day night’s attendance was much larger than in the 
morning, and since that time the audiences have con- 
tinued to increase in size. The seating capacity has 
twice been increased and must again soon be en- 
larged in order to accommodate the people. Two 
sermons délivered by Mr. Cooper have been especially 
forceful and convincing. In the one he proved the 
Bible to be a divinely inspired book from cover to 
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“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


cover. He left no place for the skeptic or the teacher 
of higher criticism to get in a word or point, even 
edgewise. The other sermon delivered, which was 
especially forceful, was on “Pro-Germanism.” In this 
he struck at the German “philosophy” and “booze” 
as being the great pro-Germanism which we must 
combat. He left no loop hole for the Kaiser, for 
booze or German (false) philosophy. If the American 
people would follow to the letter this great sermon 
the Allied cause will be brought successfully to a 
close at an earlier date than it now promises. These 
two sermons were only mentioned because they touch 
vital subjects. All his sermons are just as good. 
Every service one misses will be a regret after the 
reports come out about the meeting. Come out and 
bring some one with you. Evangelist Cooper’s sub- 
jects for the rest of the week are as follows: Thurs- 
day evening—“A Good Soldier of Christ.” Friday 
evening—“Loyal or Traitor, Which?” Saturday even- 
ing—“The Overcoming Life, or the Victory and the 
Crown.” Special preliminary program by the Jun- 
iors Saturday evening. 


OHIO 


West Liberty, Aug. 28—The revival at 
McKees Creek has progressed wonderfully 
in the face of difficulties. Sunday morning 
seven people came forward, one for mem- 
bership, three to confess Christ, and three 
for renewal of their allegiance to Him. 
Three came into the church. Sunday night, 
four others stepped out upon the side of 
right and others Monday night—one came 
into the church. Tuesday night there was 
no service, a rain kept the people away. 
Rev. George D. Eastes is a sane man to 
invite to your church, if you are contem- 
plating a revival. He does just what he 
says he will. We expect to close Friday 
night, August 30. He will have an open 
date following this meeting. Some church 
that is without a pastor or is ready for a 
revival would do well to write to him. Ad- 
dress him here. If he is not here, the letter 
will follow him.—T. C. House. 


Defiance, Aug. 26—Although it has been 
some time since I have written for the field 
notes, I have enjoyed reading reports of 
what our brethren are accomplishing. Our 
work is progressing nicely at both Mt. Zion 
and New Richland. Many helpful and in- 
spiring days have been spent in the past 
year. Especially was Sunday, August 25, 
one at Richland. Brother Emmert accom- 
panied me to administer the ordinance of 
baptism to eight candidates and the con- 
secration of seven children. The morning 
service was given over wholly to the above 
mentioned. After the usual opening serv- 
ices, we had the pleasure of receiving two 
more children into the fellowship of the 
church and protection of our blessed Mas- 
ter, which makes three we have received 
into our fold in the last month. Following 
this, the consecration and a part of the 
baptizing took place in the church, after 
which we continued our service to the creek, 
where, after the baptizing of the rest of 
the candidates, we closed our impressive 
and inspiring service. Yet our day’s bless- 
ings were not finished. We spent the after- 
noon in calling on and enjoying the friend- 
ship of the people. In the evening our 
Christian Endeavor met as usual, and af- 
ter the usual devotion and study were favor- 
ed with a solo by Bro. Emmert. The even- 
ing service, too, was very uplifting. Miss 
Rose, our able singer, favored us with a 
solo, which was followed by a very helpful 
sermon on, “The Soldiers of Christ,” by 
Brother Emmert. Although I am leaving 
this field this year, I know we have been 
richly blessed in this work. Brother Agema 
assisted us in our meeting last winter, 
which resulted in three reconsecrations, two 
conversions, and a general religious awak- 
ening, making a total of five accessions for 
the church since last October. I am sure 
the following pastor will find it a pleasure 
to serve this people the coming year. May 
God direct one of His servants to this work. 
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Let us pray God for strength, as a people, 
that we may put our shoulders to the wheel, 
and lift up Christ, that He may draw all 
men unto Himself.—C. A. BEENER, Pastor. 


WISCONSIN 


Hillsboro, Aug. 26—On August 10, our 
second Sunday-school convention was held 
at Pleasant Ridge. Though the attendance 
was not as large as we had expected, the 
convention was a success. Saturday morn- 
ing the devotional exercises were led by 
Vern Kegley. The Bible reading was from 
Deut. 6. Prayer by James Bachtenkircher 
and Marion Bailey. Reading of the minutes 
and roll-call followed. Wesley Shult, 
through ill-health, was not able to be pres- 
ent, so James’ Bachtenkircher and Guy 
Bailey spoke on the topic, “The Order of 
Conducting the Sunday-school,” and gave 
us some very good suggestions. Our Sun- 
day-school Conference Secretary was unable 
to meet with us this time, but Vern Kegley 
handled his subject, “Organization of 
Classes and Its Purpose,” very well. Marion 
Bailey considered the subject, “How Can 
We Gain and Hold the Interest of the 
Pupil?” Among the factors he mentioned 
were, Christian teachers, trained and inter- 
ested in their work, and the cooperation of 
parents. The devotional exercises of the 
afternoon session were conducted by James 
Bachtenkircher. The Bible reading was 
Psalms 32. Prayer by E. W. Fisher and 
J. M. Turk. E. W. Fisher was able to be 
with us again and gave a very interesting 
and helpful talk on “The Purpose of the 
Sunday-school.” “Missions in the Sunday- 
school,” was next very ably presented by 
Guy Bailey. The round table was last on 
the program and was enjoyed by all. 
Marion Bailey was elected treasurer of the 
convention. Our next Sunday-school con- 
vention will be held the second Saturday in 
May, 1919, at the Harmony church.—WInN- 


NIE BRUCE. 


DEATH OF ELIAS P. JAMES 


Elias P. James was born in Rush County, 
Indiana, September 27, 1835 and departed 
this life at his beautiful farm home in cen- 
tral Illinois, August 10, 1918, aged nearly 
eighty-three years. He knew the hardship 
of pioneer life and in addition to being a 
most successful farmer, he was a pioneer 
in church work in central Illinois. A sketch 
of his life follows. Funeral of the deceased 
was held at the Bethel Christian church, of 
which he was a charter member, August 12. 
Rev. H. G. Rowe officiated, assisted by the 
pastor, Rev. L. E. Dull, and Rev. C. B. 
nee, D. D., Rev. Robert Harris, Rev. 


. W. Kerst, Rev. W. M. Ealey, former - 


pastors. 


LIFE SKETCH OF ELIAS P. JAMES 


The afternoon of August 12 will be one 
long to be remembered in Bethel commu- 
nity. There was one man, Father James, 
as we knew him, who was the center of the 
community life. He went into central IIli- 
nois in the pioneer days, on unbroken 
prairies, and began what is now recognized 
as an ideal community. 

The expression of his life went out along 
several lines: 

First, he has given to the community a 
fine posterity. Two sons and one daughter 
live in the immediate vicinity. One daugh- 
ter, Emma lives in Kansas, one son, Olan, in 
California. Father James’ idea of bringing 
up a family was to do it in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord. Results have prov- 
en his good judgment in this matter. 

Second, he was interested in the good of 
the community. His interest did not stop 
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with his own farm and family. He was one 
of the organizers of a community church. 
Interested in the educational program of the 
community. and jealous of its business in- 
tegrity. 

Third, he had a world-wide interest in 
humanity. A great believer in his church 
and the cause of Christ in general. For 
twenty-seven years he was treasurer of the 
Central Illinois Conference. He was a gen- 
erous supporter of Union Christian College. 
A loyal subject of The American Christian 
Convention. His home, his church, his com- 
munity,. his conference, his denomination 
will miss him. 

He was a genial man, but firm in his 
stand for right. These lines are written 
that some young man may see what really 
counts in life. To me he was a father. 
His good companion is left to fight the good 
fight of faith a few more years. 

One of the interesting chapters of his life 
was his last weeks. He was stricken sud- 
denly and for several days suffered intense 
pain. Toward the close of his days, how- 
ever, he was relieved and although very 
weak, yet his mind was clear to the last. 
He maintained the same interest in others 
he had maintained all his life. Never did 
I witness a more victorious and glorious 
passing of a Christian. There was no fear, 
no doubt, no misgiving. Perfect trust in 
the Christ he had served. As the angel of 
death halted to take him, he pointed upward 
with a last good-by, and slipped away to be 
with his Lord. Oh, for more men like him! 
Mother James, as we know her, will miss 
him to be sure, but a precious memory is 
theirs. H ROWE. 


DEATH OF MRS. SARAH CRABILL 





Who Passed Away Sunday at Her Home in 
Olive Neighborhood at the Age of 
Ninety-four Years 


In the plenitude of years, Mrs. Sarah 
Crabill, on Sunday afternoon, July 21, 1918, 
at about five o’clock, laid down the cares 
and burdens of this life at her home in 
Greenbush Township, to enter the better 
world beyond. She was the oldest person 
residing in this vicinity, having attained 
the age of ninety-four years, four months, 
and 28 days. For sixty-seven years she 
has lived at the home in which she passed 
away, respected as a citizen and beloved by 
all. 
For one of her years, she was a woman of 
wonderful energy and was always engaged 
in:work of some kind. Her death was the 
result of old age more than from any other 
cause, her last illness being of _ a few 
hours’ duration. She has gone, but her 
memory will long endure with the people 
among whom she has lived for so many 
years. 

Sarah Crabill, daughter of Abraham and 
Catherine Crabill, was born in Shenandoah 
County, Va., February 23, 1824. When a 
young girl, she moved with her parents to 
Ohio, where she was married, in 1841, to 
Noah Crabill. In 1851, they came to Green- 
bush Township, where they spent the re- 
maining years of their lives, Mr. Crabill 
passing away April 16, 1898. 

Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Crabill, of whom only one son, Aden, sur- 
vives. Catherine, who married Alexander 
Courson, died January 21, 1870; Mary Jane 
who married William Warren, died Janu- 
ary 3, 1896; Edgar died in 1917; James, in 
1906; Emma, in 1856; Samuel, in 1866, and 
Albert, in 1867. 

Mr. and Mrs. Crabill united with the 
Olive Christian church in 1859, and each 
remained faithful until translated from the 
church militant to the church triumphant. 

Funeral services were held from the Olive 
church at two o’clock, eeeeny afternoon, 
conducted by the pastor, Rev. J. W. Max- 
well. There was a large number of friends 
present who came to pay their respects to 


one they so dearly loved and the oldest 
resident of that locality. 

__ The remains were laid to rest in the fam- 
ily lot in the Holeman Cemetery. The pall- 
bearers were James Hendricks, John Gil- 
lett, Glen Gillett, Nela Lincoln, Ed Gillett, 
and Edgar Butler. 

A. K. C. 


THE SOUTHWESTERN WEST VIRGINIA 
CONFERENCE 


The twenty-ninth annual session of the 
Southwestern West Virginia Christian Con- 
ference convened at Racine, W. Va., begin- 
ning Thursday before the second Sunday in 
August and lasting over Sunday. 


The conference was called to order by 
President C. G. Hill. Opened by song and 
prayer. Reading Scriptural lesson from the 
twelfth chapter of Romans. The roll was 
called and minutes of last session read and 
approved. Committees were appointed as 
follows: Committee on Pulpit—Bros. Geo. 
Holt, Walter Hitt, and J. V. Davis. Com- 
mittee on Churches and Sunday-school— 
Bros. J. W. Young and Nathon Sharp. Com- 
mittee on Temperance—Bros. R. M. Reaves 
and J. V. Davis. Committee on Finance— 
Brothers Thompson and B. F. Walls. Ez- 
amination Board—Bros, B. F. Walls, Wal- 
ter Hitt, and J. P. Withrow. On motion, 
Brother Nathon Sharp was appointed to de- 
liver the annual address to-night, to be fol- 
lowed by Brother Reaves. Conference ad- 
journed until Friday, nine a. m. 


FRIDAY MORNING 


Conference opened at nine a. m., by song 
and prayer. Scriptural lesson, Romans 6. 
Brother Reaves called for letter from the 
Southwestern West Virginia Christian Con- 
ference to Ohio Eastern Christian Confer- 
ence, which was granted him. Motion was 
made and carried that the conference sign 
up papers for Brother C. G. Hill to sell 
Charleston church property. Conference ad- 
journed until two p. m. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON 


Conference opened at two p. m., by song 
and prayer. On motion, the secretary was 
directed to write a letter of sympathy to 
Brother J. A. Angel and send him amount 
collected for him ($8.00) and also donate 
his license. A short talk was given by 
Brothers Sharp, Thompson, and others in 
behalf of our boys on the battle-fields. On 
motion, our conference goes to prayer to 
Almighty God in behalf of our boys in camp 
and on battlefront to-morrow at ten a. m. 
Ministers reported: J. A. Angel, J. V. 
Davis, J. C. Caseboat, W. H. Hitt, Charles 
Sidensticker, J. P. Withrow, George Holt, 
Nathon Sharp, Ed Thompson, B. F. Walls, 
J. W. Young, J. F. White. Churches re- 
ported: Shrewsbury, Charleston, Tonis 
Branch, Gamoca, Hughes Creek, Racine, 
South Charleston, Sturtin. Elders report- 
ed: S. S. Asbiry, Lee Long, Wilson Walls, 
W. H. Buffington, J. W. Henson. Deacons, 
reported: George Vernot, Charles Buffing- 
ton, A. A. Montague, W. G. Beavers, W. E. 
Beavers, A. V. Shultze, Charles Shultze, 
Calven Paster. Elders: C. G. Hill. Trus- 
tees: W. G. Beavers, A. V. Shultze, George 
Holt, Wilson Walls, J. W. Henson. On mo- 
tion, a resolution to require our ministers 
to preach twelve sermons a year be recon- 
sidered. Carried. Committee on Churches 
made report, and was accepted as read. 
Brother J. C. Caseboat filled the pulpit and 
was followed by Brother Hitt, Friday night. 
Conference adjourned until Saturday morn- 
ing at nine a. m. 


SATURDAY MORNING 


Conference opened at nine a. m., with 
devotional services. Brother White was 
recommended to the conference for license 
by the church. He took stand for short 
time. A motion that Brother White go 
before the Examining Committee for ex- 
amination, and if qualified, will be ordained. 
Motion carried. At ten a. m., prayer was 
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offered for our boys on the battlefront. 
Prayer opened by Brother Caseboat. Com- 
mittee on Temperance made report as fol- 
lows: “We, your Committee on Temper- 
ance, beg leave to report. Taste not. Handle 
not the unclean things. Be temperant in all 
things, for all uncleanliness is sin. Be pa- 
tient in prayer and be at peace with all 
men as much as lieth in you. James Davis 
and Wilson Walls, Committee.” Brothers 
Sharp, Holt, Buffington, and others gave 
good talks in behalf of conference. On 
motion that ministers’ instatement be dis- 
continued for the coming year. Carried. 
Examination Committee made partial re- 
port, which was accepted. Brother White 
and Brother Buffington were recommended 
to be ordained, and were ordained at eleven 
a.m. Ordination Committee—Bros, Case- 
boat, Hitt, Holt, Withrow, and B. F. Walls. 
The right hand of fellowship was extended 
to the brethren. Motion that the Examin- 
ing Committee be examined openly by presi- 
dent carried. The committee was examin- 
On motion, the secretary was directed 

to write to Harmon Creek church and see 
what they are going to do. The president 
and ministers at large were also to visit 
that church. Carried. Motion that old of- 
ficers be retained for coming year carried. 
Motion that the conference extend its 
thanks to the people of Racine for their 
hospitality shown the brothers and sisters, 
and a copy of the minutes be sent to THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY for publication 
carried. Conference took in twenty dollars; 
expenses were five dollars. Amount car- ° 
ried, fifteen dollars. On motion, conference 
adjourned until Thursday before the second 
Sunday in August, 1919. 
C. G. Hit, President. 

A. A. MONTAGUE, Secretary. 
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WANTED 


Wanted to buy second-hand church seats or chaizs 
for Mt. Joy Christian church. 


C. M. BLACKBURN. 
Otway, Ohio. 





A PASTOR WANTED 


The Wilson Chapel church, located in Clark County, 
Ohio, will be in need of a pastor after September 1. 
Any one desiring a place may correspond with George 
Lightle, South Vienna, Ohio, R. D, 1 





NOTICE 


The Washington Grove Christian church will need 
@ pastor the —_ - September. Any minister de- 
siring a country charge is requested to correspond 
with the undersigned committee. We have a ane 
parsonage partly furnished and a good garden. Com- 
mittee: John ee George Worthington. 

- S. Sanrorp, Church b 

Ashton, Illinois. ee 





NOTICE 


The church at Spencerville, Ohio, is in need of a 
pastor. We employ for full time and have a par 


sonage. The salary is not large, but may be suf- 
ficient. 


Cuas. S, Fryer. 
Spencerville, Ohio. 


NOTICE 


The Pleasant Hill Christian church, located in the 
country, nine miles southwest of Arlington, Kansas, 
desires to communicate with a young minister with a 
view of taking the work here for the coming year. 
This church belongs to the Southern Kansas Christian 
Conference. Address: Mrs. Anna Webber, Clerk, 
Arlington, Kansas, R. D. 2. 





OFFICIAL NOTICE 
The Christian Publishing Association will 
quadrennial in a one 


regular 
The American Christian Convention in the Christian 
church at Conneaut Ohio, on Tuesday October 15, 
1918, at 2:00 o’clock p. m., and continue in session 
— = = ee evening, October 21, 
, or un e ness of the session is pleted. 
The members of The Am ristian C. 
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THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


NETUM RATHBUN, Manager, Dayton, O. 





THE HERALD oF GosPeEL LiperTy is ‘published every 
Thursday by The Christian Publishing Association in 
the interest of the cause of Christ as represented in 
the work of the Christian Church. 


One Year ..rcccccccccccccccccvvcsevccccccseed $1.75 
Ten Months .....ccsccsccesecvercssscseescesuss 1.50 
Five Months .......csscceeeecccee ect eeeesaeee -75 
Two Months .........ce cece eecereceeereees gees 80 


IN ADVANCE 

Discontinuance: The paper will be sent until order- 
ed discontinued, 

If you wish your address changed, give both the 
old and the new address. 

Always watch your label just after you have paid 
your subscription. It should be changed within two 
weeks; and change of label will serve as receipt for 
remittance. 


All letters on business of the paper should be ad- 
dressed to THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 


Dayton, Ohio. 

ATTENTION |—All matter intended for the columns 
of this paper should be sent to the Editor of THE 
HERALD oF GOSPEL Lisenty, Dayton, Ohio. Do not 
roll, but fold, manuscript. Communications not ac- 
companied by the writer’s name will not be pub- 
lished. Do not write with pencil—write only on 


pie side of paper. 





Entered at the Post-office in Dayton, Ohio, as 


second-class matter. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage 


provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, 
authorized on July 8, 1918. 


Sune 1001 Supplies 


WwW blish Ad = ble Class, Intermediate, and 
Junior quarterlie! 2 => nm lesson series; a Teachers 
and Officers Jow'3 % ‘our-page weekly paper; & 
combined weekly © 
under twelve yea > 
Primary classes. . ° 
—— by our = 
fone Graded Less: © \rried in stock and orders 
promptly filled. W 4 =,? furnish many additio i 
supplies and items 12 ‘S nent for Sunday-schovis. 
Let us have your ii SD 
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Contributions :— 

The Needs and Possibilities of the_Christian 
Church in the Middle West. By Rev. Prof. 
George C. Enders, A. M. 

“Lest We Forget.” By Rev. Wm. M. Dawson 

A Seten Hen. By Samuel H. Miller ......... 

Half Hours With Our Institutions—Palmer In- 
stitute-Starkey Seminary. By Martyn Sum- 
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Patriotism, Religion, Fellowship, and Sociabil- 
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Official Information 


NEW ADDRESSES 
Rev. C. F. Baldwin, Darli m, Ind. 
eee M. Hainer, 1244 rrison Ave., Columbus, 
iO. 
Rey. R. J. Ellis, Louisville, Ill. 
Rev. F. Moorhouse, Romeo, Mich. 





FULTON. AND SARATOGA CONFERENCE 


The annual session of the Fulton and Saratoga 
Christian Conference will convene in the Christian 
church in Galway, September 14 and 15, 1918, for 
the election of officers and; such business as may 
come before the meeting. 

M. A. Wise, Secretary. 
~ East Galway; August 19, 1918. 


YORK AND CUMBERLAND CONFERENCE 


The York and Cumberland Christian Conference 
will hold its seventy-fourth annual session with the 
Christian church at Freedom, . H., commencing 
Friday, September 18, 1918, at two o’clock p. m., and 
continuing over the following Sunday. 

Wiis G. Mouton, Secretary. 

Kittery, Maine, Aug. 19, 1918. 


NORTH MISSOURI CONFERENCE 


The North Missouri Christian Conference will meet 
in annual session with the Pleasant Valley Christian 
church, Carrol] County, Missouri, Wednesday evening, 
September 18, 1918. The church is three miles south- 
west from Brunswick, where those coming to the 
meeting will be met by the brethren with conveyance. 
A cordial invitation is given to all who wish to attend 
this meeting. Carter DEWEESE, Secretary. 

Brunswick, Mo. 


NOTICE 


The Northwestern Kansas Christian Conference will 
convene with the Morning Star church, September 
19, 20, 21, 22, 1918. All those going by rail, notify 
George L. Colip, Almena, Kansas; Curtis Sprague, 
Almena, Kansas, and Dan Clouse, Norton, . Kansas. 
Every one is cordially invited to attend. 

BELLE McDANIEL Conj. Secy. 

Edson, Kans., R, D. 1. 


MERRIMACK CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The eighty-seventh annual session of the Merri- 
mack Christian Conference will: be held with the 
the Christian church, Laconia, N. H., beginning at 
two p. m., Wednesday, September 25, and continuing 
through the following day. 

F. R. Woopwarp, President. 

ALVA H. Morri.y, Secretary, 

Woodstock, Vt., Aug. 26, 1918. 


SOUTHWESTERN IOWA CONFERENCE 


The Southwestern Iowa Christian Conference will 
meet in annual session with the Lone Chapel church, 
September 11-15, 1918. The station is Hamburg, 
Iowa, on the Burlington Railroad. All going by rail 
will be met at station. Address correspondence to 
Mr. Frank Murry, Hamburg, Iowa. A large delega- 


tion is urged. 
R. A, Lewis, President. 
F. E. RocKwe.., Secretary. 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 


The eighty-third annual session of the Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts Christian Conference will be held 
in .Pottersville, Mass., September 24 and 25, 1918, 
beginning at ten a. m. Rev. Frank H. Gardiner, 
pastor of the church. 

Rev. Cuas. E. Fockier, President. 

Rev. C. A. TILLINGHAST, Secretary. 

Aug. 22, 1918. 


DES MOINES CONFERENCE 
The Des Moines Christian Conference meets at 


Hill of Zion church, Orient, Iowa, on Wednesday, Sept; ~ 


18, 1918, at 3:30 p. m.,. and continues over Sunday. 
Orient is on the Cumberland branch of the C. B. and 
Q., north of Creston, Iowa. Trains will be met and 
all done to aid delegates and visitors. All welcome. 
D:°M: ‘Helfentein is pastor. 

Aug. 28, 1918. Ro 
L. E. FOoLLaNnsBEE, President. 


Leonard Wuite, Secretary. 


NORTHWESTERN OHIO CONFERENCE — 


The Northwestern Ohio Christian Conference will 
meet in annual session with the Delphos Christian 
church, at Delphos, Ohio, Sept. 28 to Oct. 1, 1918. 
Preaching on Friday evening preceding opening of 
conference. 

Delphos is on the P. & F. R. R., also Clover Leaf 
and Ohio Electric Interurban. 

C.. C. RYAN, President. 

G. W. Foutz, Secretary. 

Harrod, Ohio, August 80, 1918. 


NORTH FORK ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 


The North Fork Illinois Christian Conference will 
meet with the Burnt Prairie Christian church, on 


“Foe Sunday, September 8. Rev. W 


SEPTEMBER 5, 1918 


Thursday at 2:30 p. m., September 19, 1918. Trains 
will be met on Wednesday at Carmi, Ill, on Big 
Four and L. & N. Any one coming later, write to 
Rev. J. D. Wiggins, Enfield, Ill. 
H. B. Freperick, President. 
H. BD. Carte, Secretary. 
August, 28, 1918. 


NOTICE 


The Old Union Christian church, of the Central 
Indiana Conference, desires to secure a pastor for 
half-time for the conference year beginning October 
7, 1918. The church is located in a fine community, 
four miles southeast of Edinburg, Indiana, and within 
one and one-half miles of interurban line. Address 
all communications to James Bozell, Edinburg, Indi- 
ana, R. D. 27, or Mary C. Pence, clerk, Edinburg, 
Indiana, R. D. 27. 


THE SOUTHERN WABASH ILLINOIS 
CONFERENCE 


The ninety-ninth annual session of the Southern 
Wabash Illinois Christian Conference will meet -with 
the Mt. Zion Christian church, five miles northeast 
of Hidalgo, Illinois, Tuesday, two p. m. (October 
8 to 11, 1918) Trains will be met at Hidalgo, II. 
Those desiring to come to other points will write 
or phone to A. A. Travis, Greenup, Illinois, 

Rev. A. O. Jacoss, President. 

Rev. Wm. CAMPBELL, Secretary, 

Greenup, Illinois. 


EASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE 


The eightieth annual session of the Eastern Indi- 
ana Christian Conference will be held in Albany, 
Indiana, September 10-18, 1918. The board of trus- 
tees of said conference will meet in their annual 
business session with the Albany, Christian church, 
Monday afternoon, at 2:00 p. m., September 9. 
All business should be presented to the board at this 


time. 
Jacop A. Frazier, President, 
Winchester, 


, Ind., R. D. 
D. R. Lusk, Secretary, 
Albany, Indiana. 
August $, 1918. 


ERIE CONFERENCE 


The Erie Christian Conference will convene on 
Thursday evening, September 12, and continue over 
the following Sunday, 12-15. It will meet with the 
Springboro, Pa., church. The churches of the con- 
ference are hereby requested to see to having full 
and complete reports made ready in time for the 
various secretaries to have their reports made out be- 
fore the session begins. 
nna will reach Springboro over the Bessemer 


I HERMON ELDREDGE, President. 
A. E. Kemp, Secretary. 
Rev. F. B. Ricuey, Pastor. 


RICHLAND UNION CONFERENCE 


The Richland Union Christian Conference will meet 
in regular annual session with the Excelsior Union 
church in Crawford County, Wisconsin, on Wednes- 
day, September 18, 1918, at two p. m. Blanks will 
be sent to all members of conference on time for 
reports. Please be accurate with reports. Do not 
neglect to send conference funds in full and a full 
representation of delegates. Let us make this the 
best in our history. Visitors cordially invited to meet 
and worship with us. Come, come, come. 

Guy Battey, President. 

J. M. Turk, Secretary. 





CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 


The sixty-sixth annual session of the Central IIli- 
nois Christian Conference will convene on Tuesday 
evening, September 10, 1918, continuing over Friday 
(please note the change in time, convening two weeks 
later than usual). It will meet with the Hope 
Christian church, seven miles north of Fithian, four 
miles east of Royal. As many delegates as can are 
requested to drive, those that eannot will be met at 
Fithian or Royal. The churches of the conference 
are requested to have full and complete reports made 
out and mail them to the undersigned, or bring them 
to conference with you. Our secretary, Brother 
Rowe, will not be with 4 this year. 

. S. CAMPBELL, President. 

Collison, IUinois. 


REDEDICATION 


Thé rededication of the Hope church will take 
- H. Denison, 

- D., of Dayton, Ohio, will have charge of the 
rededication services. There will be a program for 
the entire day with lunch in the basement. It will 
also be a home-coming for the ex-pastors and non- 
resident members. All friends and the public are in- 
vited to come and make it a day long to be re- 
membered. 

On Tuesday evening, September 10, the Céntral 
Illinois Conference will convene in this church. We 
are planning for a large attendance of ministers, 
delegates, and visitors. Those coming by rail to at- 
tend the conference will be met by the Committee on 
Transportation at Fithian and Royal, Ill. 

We should all pray and work to make this one of 
the most successful sessions the Central Illinois Con- 
ference ever held. 

Cc. W. Kersrt. 





